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Lecture XXI. 
ERYTHEMA. 

Tue term erythema, which simply means 
redness, comprehends a great variety of dis- 
orders of the skin which are characterised 
by a superficial congestion of the derinis of 
greater or less extent, non-contagious, and 
occurring in the form of patches, variable in 
size, form, and number. This inflammatory 
state of the skin is attended with a slight de- 
gree of tumefaction, which gradually sub- 
sides, and the disease terminates by exfolia- 
tion or desquamation of the epidermis. In 
the chronic form, erythema is among the 
most obstinate and intractable of the disor- 
ders affecting the skin. 

The varieties of erythema are referrible to 
some unimportant difference in the manner 
of development or course of the patches ; and 
they present the two degrees of inflammation, 
acute and chronic. One form is essentially 
chronic from its earliest appearance, and 
presents some difference in aspect from the 
rest. The varieties usually indicated are, 

Erythema fugax, 
circinnatum, 
marginatum, 
papulatum, 
tuberculatum, 
leve, 
intertrigo, 
nodosum, 
chronicum, 


ERYTHEMA FUGAX, 


Erythema fugax occurs in the form of 
patches, chiefly on [the upper parts of the 
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body, as on the face, neck, arms, or chest. 
It is remarkable for its evanescence, disap- 
pearing on one spot to appear on another, or 
vanishing altogether to return in the course 
of afew hours or days. During its attack 
it is accompanied by heat, and by a sense of 
itching and dryness of the skin, and termi- 
nates by desquamation of the epidermis. 
Erythema fugax is generally symptomatic of 
visceral disease or irritation of the mucous 
membrane of some of the organs of the body, 
as of the stomach, bowels, uterus, urinary 
organs, &c., and its duration is in a great 
measure determined by the continuance of 
this disorder. It is usually met with in the 
persons of females or weakly males. 


ERYTHEMA CIRCINNATUM. 


The circinnate form of erythema com- 
mences with spots of small size, which gra- 
dually enlarge by the circumference, while 
they fade towards the centre. In this man- 
ner the circles attain considerable magnitude, 
and meet and cross each other in their 
course, so that after a time the circular form 
is lost, and the surface covered with patches 
which represent fragments of circles. Like 
other exanthemata, erythema circinnatum 
begins generally on the central and upper 
parts of the body, and extends to the extre- 
mities, leaving the skin which it had occu- 
pied and passed over yellowish in its hue, 
and roughened by desquamation of the epi- 
dermis. The duration of erythema circin- 
natum varies from one to three weeks. 

A man is now in the hospital under the 
care of Dr. Watson in whom this exanthem 
appeared at the close of an attack of acute 
rheumatism. It seemed to exert no modify- 
ing effect over the original disorder. 


ERYTHEMA MARGINATUM, 


This is an aggravated and sometimes a 
chronic form of erythema circinnatum. It 
is limited to no one part of the body, but is 
most frequently met with on the trunk, 
and particularly on the loins, moves slowly 
in its course, occurs for the most part in old 
persons, and is always associated with vis- 
ceral disorder. It commences, like the cir- 
cind&te form, in roundish spots, which 
spread by the circumference, and as it 
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slowly advances the circular form is broken 
up, and broad and curved bands of variable 
size are met with. The redness of the bands 
is of a deeper tint than the circinnate form, 
and approaches to bluish or purplish, from 
the enlarged state of the capillaries, and the 
disorder may continue for many weeks, and 
even months. You will perceive, then, that 
the differences between erythema margina- 
tum and erythema circinnatum, are simply 
differences of degree ; the one occurs in old 
or debilitated persons, and is mostly the con- 
comitant of chronic disease; the one runs 
quickly through its course, the other is slow 
and chronic ; the one has the bright hue of 
active congestion, the other is deeper tinted, 
and passes into a purplish shade; but the 
most gies | difference between them is the 
raised, papulated, and defined edge of ery- 
thema marginatum ; the surface of erythema 
circinnatum very slightly elevated above the 
level of the surrounding surface, being smooth 
uniform. 
ERYTHEMA PAPULATUM. 


In erythema papulatum the distinguishing 
character of the exanthem is the irregularity 
of its surface, and the presence of numerous 
small elevations that give to the patch a 
pimply aspect. In some instances the dis- 
order appears, in the first instance, in the 
form of small papulous spots, which, by their 
congregation, constitute one or more patches 
of variable dimensions. In other cases the 


patch is uniform in the first instance, and 


the papulous enlargements are developed on 
its surface and around its borders. When 
the eruption occurs in an acute form, it sub- 
sides in one or two weeks, and gradually 
disappears, leaving behind it desquamation 
of the epidermis, 

In a chronic form this disease is very 
troublesome and obstinate; I have now 
under my care a young woman having a 
patch of erythema papulatum beneath the 
chin, which has resisted treatment for nearly 
twelve months, The patch is oval in shape, 
somewhat larger than a crown-piece, and 
has, during the period that I have mentioned, 
increased from the size of a mere pimple to 
its present dimensions. The general health 
of the patient is good, are her functions regu- 
lar ; there is no trace of visceral disorder, and 
nothing that would indicate a necessity for 
therapeutic treatment. 

ERYTHEMA TUBERCULATUM, 

Erythema tuberculatum is an exaggerated 
form of erythema papulatum, the smaller ele- 
vations of the latter being increased to the 
bulk of small tubercles, of a more vivid red 
than the congested surface on which they 
rise. In an acute form the patch loses its 
redness in one or two weeks ; but in a chro- 
nic form the period of its existence is ex- 
tended to years; the tubercles, at the same 
time, attaining considerable magnitude, and 
occupying a large surface of the skin. 





tum, papulatum, and tuberculatum, as modi- 
fications of the same form of eruption, and 
not entitled to the separate consideration 
which Willan has given them. 


ERYTHEMA LAVE. 


Erythema leve is @ distinct and very com- 
mon form of cutaneous inflammation ; it is 
known by the smoothness and apparent ten- 
sion which the surface presents, but espe- 
cially by the cedema, which gives rise to 
those conditions, and have gained for it the 
appellation of erythema cedematosum, Ery- 
thema lave is most commonly met with in 
the lower extremities, the more frequent seat 
of cedema; itis met with also in other de- 
pendent parts of the body where oedema oc- 
curs, and is a concomitant of extreme tension 
of the integument by anasarca, In young 
persons it is sometimes seen in those of seden- 
tary habits, in persons addicted to intempe- 
rance, and in young females affected with 
chlorosis. Another common cause of ery- 
thema leve is varicose veins. 

When the causes which give rise to ery- 
thema leve are mitigated, the redness and 
tension subside, the surface beccmes bluish 
or purplish, and the skin returas gradually 
to its normal state. If it continue, ulceration 
and even gangrene may occur. 

ERYTHEMA INTERTRIGO, 

Another common form of inflammation of 
the dermis is that which results from chafing 
or galling the skin, or from the irritation of 
secretions or acrid discharges poured out on 
the surface. These different causes of irri- 
tation we see in operation between folds of 
skin in fat persons and children; in the 
groins; around and upon the organs of gene- 
ration; behind the ears ; within the folds of 
the umbilicus ; between the toes ; and upon 
the face from the current of tears. Under a 
moderate degree of excitement the friction 
and irritation of secretions in these situations 
gives rise merely to redness, but when the 
cause continues the effects are aggravated, 
and the dermis is denuded and suppurates, 
or pours forth an ichorous discharge in pro- 
fuse quantity. The inconvenience of the 
disorder is, moreover, increased by the 
itching which attends it, and by the deep 
and painful chaps which are frequently 
formed. 

That form of erythema which is the conse- 
qnence of pressure on, or rude friction of, the 
skin, as, for example, the inflammation 
caused by riding on horseback, is termed 
erythema paratrimma. 

ERYTHEMA NODOSUM. 

Erythema nodosum occurs upon the limbs, 
especially on the lower extremities, in 
form of oval patches, of a vivid red colour, 
slightly tumefied, and painful to the touch. 
They are preceded and accompanied by 
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febrile symptoms, and coutinue for eight or 
ten days, being hard on their first appearance, 
and becoming softer as the period of their 
duration advances. The patches of erythema 
are always few in number, aod they usually 
— by their long diameter with the 
axis of the limb. On their subsidence the 
skin is left for some time discoloured, and 
the epidermis is thrown off by desquama- 
tion. 


ERYTHEMA CHRONICUM, 


As I have before remarked, all the forms 
of erythema heretofore mentioned, with the 
exception of erythema nodosum, may become 
chronic, and assume a condition which is 
very obstinate and difficult of cure; but the 
term chronic erythema refers not so much to 
these as to a chronic congestion of the skin, 
without any peculiar characters, and fre- 
quently attended with chapping and the pro- 
duction of an ichorous discharge. 

Those red patches occurring on the face 
of females which are termed fiery spots, 
belong to the group of chronic erythemata. 
They are for the most part dependent on 
constitutional causes, and are the frequent 
accompaniments of chronic dyspepsia. 

Chronic erythema, from local causes, may 
be present on the hands or feet; around the 
nipples of nurses ; on the abdomen of preg- 
nant women from over-distention of the in- 
tegument; upon the lips apd ears, and 
around the organs of generation of both 
sexes. They are frequently attended with 
intolerable itching. 

Diaguosis.—Erythema is known chiefly 
by negative signs. The skin is congested 
and red, but little swollen, and the inflamma- 
tion apparently limited to the surface. There 
are none of the pallid elevations of urticaria, 
por is the efflor e punctated as in 
roseola, Again, the absence of tumefaction, 
the absence of a distinctly circumscribed 
margin, the stationary character of the red- 
ness, and the milder degree of constitutional 
disorder, sufficiently distinguish erythema 
from erysipelas. The differential characters 
of the varieties of erythema need no further 
attention than what they have received in 
the description of the respective disorders. 

Chronic erythema in some instances ap- 
proaches so closely in its characters to 
chronic eczema and psoriasis that it is diffi- 
cult to distinguish between them. Indeed, 
it may be said that the three diseases in 
their chronic state merge into a common pa- 
thological condition. For you must recol- 
lect that in chronic eczema there may be no 
vesicles or trace of vesicles, and in chronic 
psoriasis the scales are diminished in num- 
ber, while chronic erythema may be coated 
with desquamating epidermis, and afford a 
copious secretion of ichorous discharge. 

Causes.—I have already adverted to the 
causes of erythema; they may be local or 
constitutional. Of the former kind are fric- 
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tion, or the application of irritating sub- 
stances to the skin. Of the latter, are dis- 
ordered digestion, chronic disease of any of 
the viscera, chronic irritation of the mucous 
membranes, that state of the system termed 
nervousness, and disorder of the menstfual 
functions. Erythema leve is the conge- 
quence of impeded venous circalation, either 
from loss of tenacity of the vessels and tis- 
sues of the part, or from obstruction to the 
current of blood, as by varicose veins, en- 
larged glands, or direct pressure on the 
veins. 

Prognosis.—Erythema is a mild disorder, 
and in its acute form yields easily to appro- 
priate treatment. Chronic erythema is also 
of little consequence so far as the health of 
the patient is concerned, but for other rea- 
sons it is often annoying and disagreeable, 
and little amenable to the best conceived 
treatment. 

Treatment.—The principies of treatment 
of erythema resolve themselves into three in- 
dications,—firstly, to restore the functions of 
the system; secondly, to reduce the local 
irritation ; and, thirdly, to excite the nerves 
of the part to resume their normal tone, and 
the congested vessels their normal dimensions 
and functions. 

The first of these indications is of especial 
importance, since the greater part of the ery- 
themata are due to some constitutional 
cause, or to disorder of some of the viscera, 
the treatment of which the indication im- 
plies. In some cases the appropriate treat- 
ment should be antiphlogistic, while in 
others the remedies should be revalsive. It 
is with this view that we exhibit aloes com- 
bined with myrrh, to act upon the lower 
bowel. When the system is reduced and 
the constitution feeble, tonic remedies are 
called for, and a generous diet should be en- 
joined. The shower-bath, succeeded by 
friction of the skin, or sponging with warm 
water, also followed by dry friction, are im- 
portant aids in restoring the powers of the 
constitution. 

For the local treatment it is sometimes 
desirable to withdrew blood by leeches or 
cupping, in others, evaporating lotions or 
fomentations suffice. On the face these re- 
medies are generally inapplicable, and an 
agreeable substitute will be found in cold 
cream, or teratum cetacei with liquor 
plumbi. 

Erythema leve requires rest ; such a posi- 
tion of the part as will favour the return of 
the venous blood, and the free employment 
of evaporating lotions or warm fomentations. 
As soon as the inflammation is subdued the 
surface should be bathed or gently rubbed 
with camphorated spirit, and carefully ban- 
daged. 

Erythema intertrigo calls for the removal 
of every cause of irritation, rigid cleanliness, 
and the application of some mild and gently 
astringent substance, either in the form of 
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lotion, or powder dusted on the excoriation. 
The best lotion for this purpose is one con- 
taining sulphate of zinc or chloride of lime ; 
and the absorbent powders are oxide of 
zinc, starch powder, fuller’s earth, &c. 

For erythema nodosum you must employ 
an antiphlogistic treatment and regimen, 
brisk cathartics of colocynth and calomel, 
and afterwards tonics. 

Chronic erythemata should be treated ac- 
cording to the general principles applicable 
to the more acute forms. The local irritation 
should be subdued as much as possible, in 
the first instance, and then astringents and 
gentle stimulants used. Where the affection 
is exceedingly obstinate we may attempt to 
modify the action of the part by more active 
measures, as by a blister or the nitrate of 
silver ; but the results of these remedies are 
—— very unsatisfactory. In some 
forms of erythema the oxide of zinc ointment 
is an useful remedy. 

For erythema of the nipple the best appli- 
cations are, nitrate of silver in the form of 
lotion or ointment, the tincture of catechu, 
recommended by Mr. Farr, pencilled on the 
part, or other astringent fluids, such as de- 
coction of pomegranate, chloride of lime, 
&c. The same remedies are applicable to 
the excoriated erythemata of the organs of 
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Herpes, 
Eczema, 
~ Sudamina. 

You may recollect that the order bulle of 
Willan is composed of erysipelas, pemphi- 
gus,and pompholyx ; and you will at once 
perceive the incorrectness of retaining erysi- 
pelas in such a group, seeing that the occur- 
rence of bulle in that disorder is inconstant, 
and by no means essential to the disease. 
Pemphigus and pompholyx, again, are simply 
varieties of the same morbid state, and as 
such I have included them under the former 
title. Rupia was placed by Willan among 
vesicula, but from the large size of its vesi- 
cles and the cachectic state of the system in 
which the disease occurs, I have thought 
proper to place it by the side of pemphigus, 
and in this position it forms a natural link 
of transition to the large vesicles of the affec- 
tion herpes. 

The order vesicula of Willan contains no 
less than seven diseases, while Rayer admits 
six. These, you will perceive, I have re- 
duced to three, by excluding varicella and 
vaccina as variolous diseases ; rupia as be- 
longing to the bullous sub-group ; miliaria, 
as being a particular affection, probably de- 
pendant on inflammation of the sudoriparous 
organs; and aphtha, as _ being a disorder of 





generation. When medicinal substances are | the mucous membrane. Among the six dis- 


applied to the nipple, such precautions |eases admitted in the order vesicule by 
should be taken relatively to the infant as | Rayer, is scabies. 


Willan makes this dis- 
are common in similar cases; the nipple | ease a pustular affection, but neither of these 
must be washed previously to the approach | states, though they may both exist, is the 
of the child, or better it should be covered by | essential character of scabies. Seabies is 
an artificial teat. In some instances the | an inflammation of the dermis, caused by 
mother suffers so much that it is necessary | the presence of a living parasite within the 
to wean the child. | epidermis, and as such bears no analogy to 
‘ La the diseases which we are now about to 
EFFUSIVE INFLAMMATION OF THE DERMIS. | study, 

The group of diseases of the skin towhich| Some difference is found in the nature of 

I have next to call your attention, are cha-| the fluids which are met with in the large 
racterised by effusion of the fluid portion ot | and small vesicles of the effusive diseases. 
the blood on the surface of the dermis, | In the former the fluid approaches nearer to 
raising the epidermis into vesicles of greater | the characters of serum, and is accidentally 
or less magnitude. These vesicles of the | intermingled with pus or blood. In the 
epidermis, containing a serous fluid, are dis- | latter the fluid is more nearly allied to liquor 
tinguished by Willan by names which have | sanguinis, from containing fibrine, and in 
reference to their size, and constitute his two | this sub-group it not unfrequently happens 
orders, bull and vesicule. I have adopted | that false membranes are formed within the 
a similar subdivision, but on dissimilar | vesicles. M. Gruby, of Vienna, to whom 
grounds ; it appeared to me that the larger | we are much indebted for his researches into 











vesicles or bulla were associated with a 
weakly and cachectic habit of body, very 
different from that which accompanies the 
smaller vesicles; hence, according to my 
arrangement, the group of diseases to which 
the designation effusive inflammation belongs, 
is divided into sub-groups, under the appel- 


lations asthenic and sthenic, the former corre- | 


sponding with the bullz, and the latter with 

the vesicule of Willan, the asthenic group 

comprisivg the two affections, 
Pemphigus, 
Rupia ; 

the sthenic group three affections, namely, 





the vegetable nature of ringworm, has an- 
nounced the discovery of a microscopic vege- 


jtable in the fluid of rupia. This is an an- 


nouncement which we may receive with 
little surprise when we remember that in all 


| erganic fluids removed from the intluence of 


life there exists a developmental force capa- 
ble of producing cells of the simple nature of 
those which compose these mucedinous plant- 
like organisms. It is probable that in the 
serum removed from a previously uninjured 
bulla of rapia no mucedinous cells could be 


| found; but in that same fluid, exposed for a 
| few hours to the influence of the atmosphere, 
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an abundance might be seen, and these, 
moreover, disposing themselves in the form 
of the branches of a plant. Similar produc- 
tions have been observed by the same autho- 
rity in the vesicles of aphtha, and on these he 
has bestowed the designation, aphthophyte. 


Treatment oF Dropsy.—The main object 
in the treatment of ascites is, of course, to 
excite the organs, by the aid of which nature 
herself expels the serous secretions of the 
abdominal cavity; and accordingly such 
diuretic and drastic agents should be em- 
ployed as are most likely to act at the same 
time on the absorbent system, the urinary 
organs, and the intestinal tabe. In combina- 
tion, also, with medicinal agents, a diet 
should be adopted at once solid and tonic, 
composed principally of broiled or roasted 
meats, toasted bread, &c., with small quan- 
tities of red or white wine; but on no ac- 
count should the patient have recourse to 
toast and water, broths, gruel, or such like 
drinks; in fact, the principle should be to 
drink as little as possible, and instead of 
liquids to use jellies, oranges, and fruit gene- 
rally, by way of demulcents. M. Delreyne, 
who advises the above regimen, recommends 
the following diuretic wine as suited to 
weaker subjects:—Rk Nitrate of potash, three 
drachms, and juniper-berries, fifteen drachms, 
to be steeped for twenty-four hours in a 
bottle of white wine ; dose, a glass daily. 
This stimulant is especially useful in inci- 
—_ dropsy, and cases of oedematous swel- 
ing of the extremities. —L’ Experience. 





AGENTS AFFECTING CAPILLARY CIRCULATION. 

M. PotseviLte has established the fact 
that nitrate of potass or acetate of ammonia, 
added to water or serum, renders it capable 
of flowing more rapidly through either inor- 
ganised tubes, as those of glass, or organised, 
as the vessels of animals, whether in a dead 
or living condition. Alcohol has a precisely 
opposite effect, it checks the fluidification of 
humours, and retards the flow of fluids in 
capillary or other tubes.—Archives Gen. de 
Med. 





GERMAN TREATMENT OF ENGORGEMENTS OF 
THE LIVER AND SPLEEN. 


Dr. ScuWase, of Gross-Rudestadt, makes 
known to us the following recipe, which he 
has employed successfully against the above 
affections :— 

kk Belladonna root, powdered, a grain and 

a half; 
Muriate of quinine, four grains ; 
Powdered rhubarb, fifteen grains. Mix 
for ten powders ; one to be taken morning, 
nvon, and night, in any convenient vehicle.— 
Casper’s Wochenshcrift. 


CLINICAL REMARKS 
ON CASES AT 
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL, 
BY DR. SEYMOUR. 
SESSION 1842-43. 


PAIN IN THE HEAD, 


An old woman in one of our wards up 
stairs upon admission complained of very 
severe pain in her head. She had a very 
hard pulse, but as her age must be about 
sixty-five, I suppose that the peculiar pulse 
depends upon a certain amount of hardening 
in the artery itself, and therefore could not 
be reduced by bleeding, even if carried to an 
amount more than sufficientto reduce inflam- 
matory hardness of the pulse in a younger 
person. You must never bleed an old person 
merely because the pulse is hard and full. 
It is this very state of the cerebral arteries, 
hardened by ossification, or softened by 
atheromatous deposits in their coats, which 
causes them to give way, and apoplexy and 
subsequent palsy to ensue. But this pecu- 
liar state of the arteries may produce all the 
effects of apoplexy, hemiplegia, and para- 
plegia, without there being evident a rupture 
of any vessel. This may occur by transu- 
dation through the porous structure of the 
arterial coats, or by serous effusion. If this 
latter should press downward, from the 
region of the cerebral hemispheres into the 
theca vertebralis, paraplegia would result ; 
but this serous effusion may not proceed 
beyond the region of the cerebrum, and you 
will then have what is termed “ serous a 
plexy.” You may diagnosticate this form of 
apoplexy when a person has several “ fits,” 
as they are termed—fits, over and over again 
—as often recovering from them, But the 
same state of artery may be present without 
producing such severe symptoms as these, 
and there may be severe continual and vio- 
lent pains in the head, such as this patient 
is troubled with. You will find, by referring 
to my case-book, that I have treated this pa- 
tient by moderate bleedings. You will hear 
in the lectures on the practice of physic de- 
livered in this place that bleeding, and some- 
times excessive bleeding, is very valuable in 
many affections of the head ; but that doc- 
trine, however sound in many cases, would 
be very prejudicial if followed out to the full 
extent in such cases as the present. Re- 
member, therefore, that bleeding in a mode- 
rate degree prevents effusion, but that when 
extreme it has a decided tendency to pro- 
mote it. 

You are aware that during the progress of 
life, from maturity 1a age, certain altera- 
tions of structure ‘in the arterial trunks, 





which may extend to “the capillary termina- 
tions, and produce that-softening of the brain 
| which is so often found in old people, and 

















which may be considered as the cause of the 
idiotcy, paralysis agitans, loss of memory, 
and other symptoms which, so frequently 
show themselves towards the close of life. 
This peculiar softening of the cerebral struc- 
ture is quite different from that which pro- 
duces and attends upon inflammation of the 
brain. 

Another case is that of Bennett, who, 
upon admissicn, stated that he had suddenly 
become quite deaf, and ever since had had 
pain in the head. The pulse was quiet, and 
the symptoms threw but little light upon the 
eases. Leeches and blisters were applied, 
but without relief. Quinine and a generous 
diet were then prescribed, and under these 
the patient perfectly recovered, being the 
very opposite means to those ordinarily pre- 
scribed, leading you to reflect that every 
case should be studied singly, with refer- 
ence to its own peculiar symptoms, as well 
as with reference to cases of a similar type 
and character. In this case tonics and a 
fall diet gave that relief which blood-letting 
and purgation would afford in cases of an 
opposite kind. Probably, instead of there 
being too much blood in this case, there was 
really not enough, and where the quantity 
of blood in the system is much diminished, 
whether from hemorrhage or diarrhoea, this 
sort of pain in the head may be produced. 
In such cases the patient will complain (as 
this patient did) that the pain is extraordi- 
narily severe, with various noises and flashes 
of light before the eyes. All these symp- 
toms serve to diagnosticate the case, as well 
as to distinguish it from those cases (as the 
one to which I just now drew your attea- 
tion) where there was an alteration in the 
Structure of the contents of the cranium. 


HEMIPLEGIA, 

A patient named Marshall, recently come 
from India, suffering greatly from distress 
and want, is therefore in a state of great de- 
bility, and has I hear many symptoms of 
tubercular phthisis. The hemiplegic symp- 
toms came on about a week since, and may 
have been caused by a slow and almost im- 
perceptible extravasation into the right 
4 striatum. There has not been, so far 
as | can learn, any positive Gt, but if she do 


not previously sink under the pulmonary 
mischief with which she is threatened, a 
further effusion may occur. She had leeches 
applied to the right temple, and the bowels 
were kept freely open, under which treat- 
ment she has slightly rallied, and is able to 


move the leg slightly. In these cases the 
legs recover their power of motion before the 
arms. 


PARAPLEGIA. 
This may be partial or entire, and sensa- 
tion and motion may be separately lost. In 
Woolley and Cuff this peculiar form of 
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palsy exists. In in these cases, the 
severe pain of the is to the 
base of the brain, but Woolley refers all the 
pain to his forehead, and he is able (which 
does not always happen) to retain his urine 
and feces. He has only lost motion. Sen- 
sation remains normal, which would lead 
me to conclude that the spinal marrow was 
diseased. Patients very often recover from 
attacks of paraplegia, and therefore this state 
of the spinal marrow, of course, does not 
exist in every case. Dr. Baillie has sug- 
sted that such cases may be the result of 
nid effused within the cavity of the theca 
vertebralis, which may gravitate to the lower 
portion of the spinal column, and canse pres- 
sure. Cuff’s affection occurred about seven 
or eight months since, and was ushered in 
by epistaxis, but it is more than probable 
that there was some headach or pain before 
that time. He was bled very largely before 
he came into the hospital, and, as I have 
just told you, this large bleeding may lead 
to effusion. He also states that he sees 
double, and, as a general rule, in all cases 
of head affection, where the patient sees 
double, or only half of an object at a time, 
it is to be considered as a very bad symptom, 
and death may be expected from effusion 
into the substance of the brain, sooner or 
later. You may meet with many cases in 
which this abnormal state of the vision is 
temporary, and only indicative of some func- 
tional derangement, but where cerebral mis- 
chief impends, it is always a suspicious 
symptom, and should be closely watched. 
As | have treated both these cases nearly in 
a similar manner, I shall condense what 
I have to say on the subject. Woolley was 
cupped at the back of the neck, and blisters 
were afterwards applied, the blistered sur- 
face being dressed with the strong mercurial 
ointment. This is a very painful but a very 
effectual way of employing counter-irritation. 
He was young, and I therefore ordered him 
to be slightly bled, ia order to obviate the 
chance of inflammatory action supervening. 
I did not have Cuff bled, as he had lost so 
much blood before he came. With reference 
to Woolley’s case, I may also state another 
reason why I do not consider it to arise from 
organic disease within the spinal sheath, 
namely, that in most cases which really 
do arise from this latter cause there is gene- 
rally, at one time or other, some palsy of the 
intercostal muscles, or the diaphragm. Now, 
there have been no such symptoms in this 
case. I put Woolley on thirty minims of 
tincture of cantharides, at first twice, daily, 
but for the last three: days he has taken this 
dose three times a day. This has been fol- 
lowed by a very perceptible increase in the 
quantity of arine. I could mention to you 
many cases in my practice in which I have 
cured this affection in a most wonderful and 
extraordinary manner by this medicine. 
But its good effect is only produced when 
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a diuresis os mad ae exhibition. 

so many examples beneficial 
effects of this remedy given in this manner I 
am sometimes almost inclined to consider 
that palsy depends upon effusion. You 
may, perhaps, be astonished that the cantha- 
rides in these cases does not produce violent 
strangury ; however, I have nevér known 
the accident to occur. Should such a case 
as this happen to you in practice, be careful 
that your patient has not a stricture, or other 
affection of the urethra, for then you must 
not give this medicine, or if you have given 
it, and you find afterwards that the patient 
has stricture, suspend its exhibition for a 
few days. It must not be administered to 
women, from its peculiar effect upon the ute- 
rine system, and its appendages. But if you 
have given it,and in spite of your efforts 
to prevent it, strangury does arise, what 
should you do? In some books on this sub- 
ject camphor is recommended in such cases ; 
but camphor is very slow in its operation. I 
do not, therefore, recommend it; but I do 
advise you to give from twenty to thirty 
drops of tincture of opium, in a starch injec- 
tion, and then this unpleasant strangury will 
almost immediately disappear. 





FRACTURES OF THE PATELLA 
AND FEMUR. 


—~— 


To the Editor of Tne Lancet. 


Sir,—I beg to offer the following sugges- 
tions as an improvemeat in the mechanical 
proceedings used for fracture of the patella, 
in addition to the usual means employed :— 

The leg to be placed on a fracture-splint, 
and a strong leather band, padded, to be 
buckled on behind the upper portion of di- 
vided bone, having a ring inserted on each 
side, and a similar band to be placed behind 
the lower portion of bone, having a catch on 
each side, corresponding with the rings in 
the opposite band, from which catehes a 
strong cord to commence, and pass through 
the rings ia the upper band ; then proceed- 
ing down to a screw-frame, similar in action 
to the tourniquet, only larger, which is fixed 
on the back of the foot-board attached to the 
splint. The advantage of this plan appears 
to me that the divided portions of bone can 
be brought together with the greatest nicety, 
and that the relaxation (if any) can be re- 
covered with so little disturbance of the 
parts. I imagine, also, that the same means, 
modified, might form a powerful adjunct in 
fracture of the femurlowerdown. By using 
the upper band only the traction upon the 
lower portion of the femur would tend greatly 
to counteract the exertion of the muscles, 
which proves so troublesome in cases of this 
kind. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. M. Wacker, Surgeon. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, May, 1843. 


MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS 


To 
PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, 


By James Ricuarp Smyts, M.D., 
on. 


Cast.—May 27, 1839. William Kates, 
Bennett’s-yard, Marsham-street, Westmin- 
ster, aged three years and two months, was 
born healthy A stout, and continued to be 
so until he was three months old, when his 
teeth began to appear, and he had an attack 
of inflammation of the lungs. At that time, 
or shortly after it, he was transferred from 
his mother to her sister, to be brought up by 
feeding. The child’s health then became 
much impaired, and he has been always 
sickly and weak since. His present condi- 
tion is as follows:—Skin anematous and 
pale ; flesh scanty and soft; legs and thighs 
bowed and emaciated, and body altogether 
approximating to a state of marasmus; can 
make no effort at standing or walking, and 
creeps but feebly; spine curved laterally ; 
left side of thorax enlarged, and projecting 
laterally and posteriorly; clavicles dis- 
torted ; head has always appeared larger 
than ordinary, and at present there is a soft 
fluctuating tumour situated on the left parie- 
tal hone. His mother states that previous 
to the appearance of this tumour the sutures 
of the skull were very open, that he had a 
fall a few days ago from a bench about twe 
feet high, on which she had placed him, and 
pitched upon his forehead, and the next day 
the tumour appeared. Had a ravenous ap- 
petite, and had slept well before the fall but 
not since ; bowels stated to be regular, and 
the excretion of urine frequent; expression 
of countenance precocious; pulse rather 
quick, but respiration normal.—K Mercury 
with chalk, three grains ; powdered rhubarb, 
four grains ; powdered cinnamon, two grains. 
Mix. Six powders. One every other night. 
—kK Spirit of rosemary, half an ounce; 
cold water, five ounces and a half. Mix, 
for a lotion, to be constantly applied to the 
tumour. A leech to be applied to the left 
temple. 

29. Tumour considerably decreased ; no 
perceptible change otherwise. Continue the 
lotion and the powders, and apply a leech 
again to the temple. 

June 1. Tumour of head almost disap- 
peared, and some little improvement other- 
wise. Continue the lotion and the powders, 
and let the child have a warm salt-water 
bath every other night, at bedtime, and also 
let him be well rabbed with a dry cloth, both 
on the body and limbs, for ten minutes, after 
coming out of the bath. 

5. The tumour on the head has entirely 
disappeared, and the parietal bone on which 
it was situated, that was fully a line de- 
pressed below the others, has become ele- 





vated to its proper position. Head much 

















hotter than natural; eyes dry and glassy- 
looking; pupils rather dilated; is fretful 
when awake, and frowns frequently in 
sleep, but does not start or grind the teeth ; 
tongue somewhat dry but not furred; pulse 
rapid and rather unresisting; alvine excre- 
tions high coloured ; is very thirsty ; hands 
hot. On applying the ear to the anterior 
fontanelle, or to the parietal bones, a brief 
murmur accompanying the cerebral circula- 
tion is very audible. Dr. Macleod and Mr. 
Johnson, of the ‘“* Medico-Chirurgical Re- 
view,” auscultated the head of this child, 
and said they heard the murmur distinctly. 
Continue the powders, one every night, and 
the cold lotion to the head, and the warm 
bath without the salt. Let the child’s diet 
be chiefly beef-tea, arrow-root, and milk and 
water. 

July 1. Little or no alteration in any re- 
spect in the condition of the child since last 
report. Head still much hotter than natu- 
ral; anterior fontanelle agitated, and cere- 
bral murmur very loud over the entire of the 
head with the exception of the os frontis ; 
eyes still dry and glassy; no strabismus, 
but frequent frowning. His mother states 
that the child frequently complains of pain 
over the left ear; otherwise as before. Let 
the head be closely shaved, and kept con- 
stantly wet with the cold lotion, and let two 
small leeches be immediately applied to the 
seat of the pain over the leftear. Ik Mer- 
eury with chalk, three grains; powdered 
jalap, four grains ; powdered ipecacuanha, one 
grain. Mix. Send six powders. Take 
one night and morning. Continue the same 

5. No obvious change since last report. 
Continue the cold lotion, powders, and diet, 
and apply two leeches again to the left parie- 
tal bone, over the ear. 

9. The leeches bled well. The powders 
have been taken regularly, and the bowels 
have been moved thrice a-day. The motber 
states that the child is becoming cheerful 
and better tempered, and more disposed to 
chat. Head still hot, aad frequent perspi- 
ration from it, and from the face during 
sleep; cerebral murmur very audible, even 
over the occipital bone; frequent leering, 
bat no strabismus ; abdomen hot, but arms 
and legs rather below the healthy tempera- 
ture ; appetite rather inordinate, and sleeps 
pretty well; excretion of urine less fre- 
quent ; pulse frequent and resisting. Conti- 
nue the same treatment. 

16. Has administered the treatment, as 
prescribed, faithfully. The condition of the 
child, in all respects, is much improved 
since last visit ; he has put on flesh, and his 
limbs are becoming plamp and firm ; there 
is not now any frowning or leering, and the 
eyes are acquiring an expression of softness 
and animation; he has lost much of his 
fretfulness, and is now daily becoming more 
mild and more easily amused. The head is 
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still rather hotter than natural, and the cere- 
bral murmur is audible, but less intense ; 
renal secretion diminished, and appetite not 
so voracious ; bowels stated to be more re- 
gular, and their excretions of a more healthy 
character; respiration and action of heart 
not disturbed. 

To-day, being struck by the undiminished 
and still very protuberant state of the abdo- 
men, after the use for some considerable 
time of aperient medicines, the thought oc- 
curred to us to examine it by pressure and 
percussion, when we found the liver enor- 
mously enlarged, the right lobe almost in con- 
tact with the crest of the ilium, and the left 
overlapping the stomach, und easily felt be- 
tween two and three inches below the ensiform 
cartilage. The extremities of the lower 
ribs, both on the right and left side, were 
considerably elevated. Continue the same 
plan of treatment, and let us see the child 
again in the course of a week. 

Sept. 23. Had not seen the child now for 
more than two months. Little if any dis- 
ceruible change in its condition since last re- 
port; but on the whole, perhaps, there is 
some improvement; the countenance looks 
better and the child appears to have gained 
some more flesh. Liver somewhat reduced, 
but still much larger than natural, and very 
easily felt by pressure of the hand on the 
right side of the abdomen. The child is not 
yet able to maintain the erect position, but 
it creeps with more activity; all other 
symptoms as before.—R Mercury with 
chalk, two grains; chloride of mercury, half 
a grain; powdered rhubarb, three grains; 
compound cinnamon powder, one grain. Mix. 
Send eight powders. Take one every other 
night.—k Bisulphate of potash, two scru- 
ples; bicarbenate of seda, one scruple; 
peppermint-water, nine drachms. Dissolve, 
and add tincture of rhubarb and senna, of 
each one drachm and a half; syrup, two 
drachms. Mix. Take of the mixture three 
small spoonfuls every morning. To have 
solid animal food once a-day, and also a 
little beef-tea, with diluents of arrow-root 
or sago occasionally. To be kept warmly 
clothed, aad to be as much in the open air 
during the day as possible. 

Oct. 8. Has used the powders, mixture, 
and diet and treatment otherwise, in all 
particulars, regularly since last visit. Con- 
dition of child in all respecis remarkably 
improved. His mother states that he sleeps 
well, that his appetite is not half what it 
was, that his temper is quite changed, as he 
has lost all his peevishness; no frowning or 
leering, and countenance becoming full and 
animated ; has gained considerable strength 
both of body and limbs, and can make some 
effort now at standing : abdomen less protu- 
berant, and liver further diminished in size, 
bat still projecting between two and three 
inches below the ribs on the right side ; the 
ribs both on the right and left side are much 
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less everted, and the shape of the thorax is 
altogether more normal; the cerebral mur- 
mur is still audible at all points of the 
cranium, and the left hemisphere of the 
cranium, on the parietal bone of which the 
tumour was situated, appears rather larger 
than the right. Continue the same treat- 
ment in medicine, diet, and exercise. 
This patient now ceased to be under our 
care, and we entirely lost sight of the case, 
but we have every reason to suppose the 
little fellow continued to recover, or he 
would have visited us again. 

Case.—Sept. 11, 1839. Eliz. Williams, 
14, Great Ryder-street, St. James’s, aged 
two years and a half, of fair hair and simi- 
lar complexion ; eyes light blue; shin and 
subcutaneous tissue fine and soft, and the 
system generally discovers a tendency to the 
strumous diathesis; was a very healthy 
child until after undergoing vaccination, 
which operation was performed upon her 
when she was about six months old, at 
which time, or immediately after, she com- 
menced to cut her teeth, and a papular 
eruption made its appearance all over the 
body, and at the same time also the child’s 
bowels and general health were much dis- 
ordered, the alvine excretions being fre- 
quent, and showing some appearances of 
blood. The child has been in ill health, 
better or worse, ever since. Present condi 


tion as follows :—Much fretfulness and irri- 
tability ; sleep light and easily disturbed ; 


countenance pale and dejected ; irides de- 
colourised ; surface generally pale and chill ; 
no emaciation, but flesh soft and flabby; 
no morbid curvature of the spine, or of any 
of the bones of the chest, but the right leg 
is very weak, and bent inwards at the knee; 
liver considerably enlarged—it can be felt 
in the right hypochondrium, between two 
_and three inches below the ribs, but it is not 
perceptible in the epigastrium ; renal secre- 
tion stated to be uatural in quantity and ap- 
pearance; pulse and respiration undis- 
turbed ; uo thirst, but appetite voracious. 
The head appears rather large, and the an- 
terior fontanelle is still open, and on apply- 
ing the ear to it, or to either of the parietal 
boves, a faint cerebral murmur is audible.— 
K Mercury with chalk ; powdered jalap, of 
each three grains ; compound cinnamon pow- 
der, one grain. Make a powder. Send six. 
Take one every other night.—K Infusion of 
senna, six drachms ; carbonate of potash, half 
adrachm ; best manna, a drachm and a half; 
tincture of cinnamon, ove drachm ; compound 
spirit of ammonia, one drachm ; water of car- 
raway-seeds, half an ounce. Mix. Take of 
the mixture three small spoonfuls every morn- 
yng. Let the child’s diet be moderate in quau- 
tity ,but let her have solid animal food at 
least once a-day, and frequent exercise in 
the open air. 

22. Has used the treatment prescribed 
regularly. Twoexcretions have taken place 








from the bowels daily, of a more healthy cha 
racter. The condition of the child is some- 
what improved ; it is less fretful and more 
animated, and its appetite is not so voraci- 
ous; little if any perceptible alteration in the 
size of the liver; the cheeks are still pale, 
but the colour appears returning to the 
irides ; cerebral murmur and other symptoms 
as before. The same treatment in all re- 
spects to be continued. 

Oct. 8. The remedies prescribed have 
been used regularly since last report; child’s 
general condition and health altogether 
much improved; she is becoming lively and 
good tempered, and she sleeps well; coun- 
tenance less drooping and exsanguinous; 
irides deepening in colour ; appetite not vo- 
racious but moderate; alvine excretions 
more regular, and of a more bilious charac- 
ter; flesh becoming firm, and the cutaneous 
circulation generally more active; cerebral 
murmur audible now only at the anterior 
fontanelle, and there but faintly; abdomen 
much reduced in size and softer ; liver less- 
ened in bulk considerably, but still projects 
a little below the margin of the chest, both 
in the scrobiculus cordis and in the right 
hypochondrium. Continue the powders, 
mixture, and diet, as prescribed, and let the 
child have a warm bath twice a week. We 
saw this patient once again after some little 
time, when ber health was all but com- 
pletely restored. The countenance had re- 
gained animation and colour, and she had 
become plump and active; she slept 
soundly, and the excretions were all in a 
healthy state, and the circulation and respi- 
ration the same; the liver was further di- 
minished in size, but still to be felt under the 
right hypochondrium, but not at the pit of the 
stomach ; the cerebral murmur had ceased to 
be audible ov auscultation of the head at any 
poiat. 

Cast.—August 17, 1838. William Rogers, 
aged nineteen months, of fair complexion 
and blue eyes, was strong and healthy till 
he was eight months old, when he had an 
attack of illness of six weeks’ duration, 
which his medical attendant pronounced to 
be inflammation of the lungs. This attack 
consisted chiefly of feverishness, with cough, 
and much disorder of the bowels. The 
mother states that the alvine excretions, 
towards the latter part of the child's illness, 
were very unnatural, and contained sub- 
stances like pieces of flesh. He appeared 
to have recovered from this attack pretty 
well, but about a month afterwards the head 
was first observed to be enlarged, and it has 
gradually increased in size since. Present 
condition as follows:—General health not 
much disturbed, but countenance and surface 
generally anzmatous and pale ; no obvious 
emaciation, but flesh soft; sleep unquiet ; 
bowels generally relaxed, but their excre- 
tions, and also the excretion of the kidneys, 
are stated to be natural in character; is stilt 
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at the breast, but will eat any solid food 
that is presented to him; rent 
nate ; pulse 126 and regular ; head large (cir- 
cumference twenty-two inches and a half; 


fourteen inches and a quarter) and of a 
somewhat triangular shape, and unless at- 
tended to, the child is much in the habit of 
inclining it towards the chest; no dilatation 
of the pupils, but considerable strabismus, 
and the eyes remain half open and roll a 
great deal during sleep; anterior fontanelle 
large, and of a crucial shape where the 
cerebral movements are perceptible to the 
touch, and the cerebral murmur very audible 
on application of the ear. Has not had 
small-pox, measles, or any of the eruptive 
} Was successfully vaccinated. 

Case.— October 16, 1836. Mrs. D.’s 
infant, aged fourteen months, a pretty large 
and strong boy for his age, has been dull and 
listless for the last three or four days, and 
has rested badly the last two nights; at 
present he is unusually inanimate ; the skin 
is harsh and increased in temperature ; the 
bowels are irregular and their excretions 
thin and of a light clay-colour, without the 
slightest tinge of bile; the head appears 
rather above what is ordinary in size, and 
the anterior fontanelle is open, and on apply- 
ing the ear to it a cerebral murmur is heard 
very distinctly ; this murmur is also audible, 
but less clearly, over the parietal bones ; 
abdomen protuberant and somewhat resist- 
ing, but no enlargement of the liver can be 
detected ; flesh rather soft; pulse frequent. 
For this patient we prescribed a powder of 
hepatic alterative properties, which was 
taken every night, and occasionally every 
other night, at bedtime, with a dose of a 
mildly aperient mixture once or twice during 
the day ; pretty full diet, with solid animal 
food in fair quantity at least once a day; 
warm clothing and exercise in the opeu air 
at all times when the weather will permit of 
it. This child in a short time became quite 
stout and well. 


Remarks. 


These four cases now described present us 
with examples of profound chronic digestive 
derangement and disease in children, similar, 
we conceive, in their origins, causes, and 
natures, but in different periods of progress 
and different states of development. The 
first case, that of the boy Kates, which will 
form the subject chiefly of the following 
observations, is manifestly a case of tabes 
and rickets ; the cause of the tabes being, in 
this instance, not in the glands of the 
mesentery, but in a glandular structure of 
far greater magnitude and importance, 
namely, the liver. To an examination less 
accurate, with respect to the state of the 
abdominal viscera, than that which was 
given to this case, by pressure and percus- 


toms which are usually considered 

to and enunciative of that scrofulous malady 
were present. There was the large pro- 
tuberant abdomen, with the general and 
severe emaciation in contrast ; the voracious 
appetite ; the derangement of digestion and 
disorder of the functions of the intestinal 
canal; the irregular hectic feverishness, and 
the diminished temperature of the extremi- 
ties, with other minor symptoms. The 
white alvine excretions, which we find men- 
tioned by almost all writers upon mesenteric 
tabes as a pathognomonic sign of that affec- 
tion, were not present. We entertain some 
doubts, however, on the perfect freedom 
from error of such diagnostic doctrine, and 
could give, we think, sufficient reasons for 
so doing ; at present we will only remark 
that we have seen white earthy excretions, 
not unlike the ashes of wood wetted, passed 
from the bowels, fér months, by adults 
labouring under jaundice and organic dis- 
ease of the liver. But the fact which de- 
serves our first consideration here, and which 
renders the case now under comment more 
particularly interesting in a pathological 
and practical point of view, is the immense 
enlargement of the liver which was present 
in this infantile patient. Noone, we believe, 
however recent or imperfect his knowledge 
may happen to be of any disease he may be 
called upon to treat, but forms some idea 
to himself of its cause and primary nature, 
and devises his remedial measures accord- 
ingly. The more correct, too,and accordant 
with truth are his thoughts upon the etiolo- 
gical points of the case, the more likely, it 
is certain, are his therapeutic measures of 
being properly applied and beneficial. 

The question, then, of most import and 
utility involved in the pathology of this case, 
and one undoubtedly which it is difficult to 
determine, is, what place, in an analysis of 
its complicate phenomena, should be as- 
signed to the hepatic enlargement ; whether 
should it be viewed as cause or as conse- 
quence, or as a concurrent and constituent 
morbid condition? Sydenham, we find, has 
mentioned the enlarged state of the abdo- 
minal viscera (without having particularised 
the liver) which is present in children 
affected with rickets, and he appears to have 





considered both the affection of rickets and 
the visceral disease as consequences of in- 
termittent fever, a sort of metastatic aud 
critical deposition of the febrile matter. 
“ Children sometimes become hectic after 
both continued and intermittent autumnal 
fevers. The abdomen in this case swells 
and grows hard, a cough also, and other 
consumptive symptoms fi y arise, 
which manifestly resemble the rickets.” 
** Tis worth observing that when children 








sion, when it had been, as we have seen, 





have been long affected with autumnal in- 





the legs, which sometimes happens, in grown 
persons. The swelling of the abdomen, 
which bappens in children after intermittents 
in those years wherein the constitution of 
the air has a tendency to produce autumnal 
intermittents epidemically, appears to the 
touch as if the viscera contained matter 
hardened to a scirrhus ; whereas that which 
comes in other years yields to the touch, as 
if the hypochondria were only distended by 
wind. Hence ’tis worth notice that the 
true rickets rarely happen except in those 
years wherein ‘autumnal iotermittents pre- 
vail.” (Swan's translation of Sydenham, 
pages 64 and 85.) 

Baron Van Swieten, too, in his admirable 
Commentaries upon Boerhaave’s Aphorisms, 
has not omitted to notice the increased bulk 
of the liver that accompanies the condition 
of rickets, but the particular part which 
it acts in the pathology of the disease he 
does not distinctly point out, he only assigns 
to it the place of a “concurrent cause,” as 
he terms it, of the protuberant abdomen. 
“T have often,” observes Van Swieten, 


“had children brought to me to be cured, 
supposed by their mothers to have been 
troubled with a great liver, when they mani- 


festly had the rickets.” We shall bereafter 
see that in this disorder the liver is found of 
a vast size, though no other disorder can be 
discovered in this viscus after death.” 
“ Glisson, upon examining the dead bodies of 
rickety children, thus testifies :—‘‘ The liver, 
in all I have dissected, is greater than it 
should be; but otherwise is not of a bad 
colour nor greatly indurated, or in other 
respects contaminated by any other remark- 
able vice.” He excepts some dead bodies 
in which other diseases had been compli- 
cated with rickets before death, as he re- 
membered to have observed in a dropsical 
and extremely tabid patient. From hence 
the reason appears why the rickets has, 
in some places, Been distinguished by 
the same of a great liver; he found no 
fault in the magnitude, colour, or substance 
of the spleen, yet he denies not that it might 
happen otherwise from a coinplication of 
the rickets with other diseases.” (Van 
Swieten’s Commentaries, vol. xvii., pages 
339 and 367.) 

Our experience, we acknowledge, does 
not enable us to say to what extent disease 
and enlargement of the liver, and more or 
less defect or vitiation of the 
biliary secretion in children, ing and 
impairing the processes of infantile diges- 





tion and hwmatosis, may be connected with 
the proximate cause and early phenomena 
of rickets ; but we could not help observing, 
during the treatment of the two first cases 
of the subject of this paper, in which great 
enlargement of liver was present, that the 
return to a more healthy size of this viscus 
and improvement of the general condition of 
each individual, and marked amendment of 
the rickety symptoms, were perfectly simul- 
taneous. The great Boerhaave, it is true, 
has made the proximate cause of rickets to 
consist in a sluggish, cold, and vapid 
cacochymy, together with a loose structure 
of the solid parts ; which obviously gives to 
the affection a humoral origin, and places 
its ens primum io the blood. And in this 
respect Boerhaave is no doubt in a great 
measure correct ; but the blood, it should be 
borne in mind, is dependent for its existence 
and its continuous healthy condition, upon 
the harmonious joint operation of a number 
of organs, the second in office and import- 
ance of which is the liver. The first 
changes produced upon the food by the 
vital battery (if we may be allowed such a 
term) of digestion and sanguification in the 
abdomen, the chylopoietic viseera, more 
usually denominated, are effected, it is al- 
most unnecessary to observe, by the offices of 
the stomach, the second by that of the liver, 
It is pot unreasonable to suppose, then, that 
if this latter organ should become diseased 
and defective in function, and continue so 
for any lengthened time during infancy, the 
period of most tender growth and conforma- 
tion of the individual, it must affect, in some 
very obvious manner, the process of assimi- 
lation and healthy organic formation 
throughout the entire system. Look at a 
child the subject of slight taint, or what you 
might consider as the state of commencing 
rickets. Criticise its entire condition. 
Does it not bear a strong resemblance in 
many points to that of an adult whom one 
would suspect to be labouring under some 
chronic concealed affection of the liver? 
So has it, in fact, not unfrequently struck 
our observation. At all events, we are 
firmly of opinion that the practitioner who 
will view the infantile affection now under 
consideratiun as one simply of hepatic dis- 
ease, and more or less aggravated derange- 
ment of the entire digestive functions, and 
so administer his remedies judiciously in 
accordance, will be he who is most likely to 
benefit and in all respects improve the con- 
dition of his patient. 

From some little attention we have occa- 
sionally paid, as opportunity offered, to the 
indispositions and disorders of children, we 
will take upon us to observe that there is a 
pretty comprehensive class of chronic diges- 
tive affections which those tender young 
creatures, more particelarly amongst the 
poor, too frequently suffer from, the patho- 
logy of which is still & subject but imper- 
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fectly understood, and the treatment, as a 
matter of course, uncertain and unsatisfac- 
tory. In this class we place the different 
lesions and perversions of assimilation and 
nutrition as exhibited in the respective mani- 
festations of scrofula of the vascular, muscu- 
lar, and osseous structures. We coincide 
in opinion, it is necessary to observe, with 
some authors of creditable authority who 
consider the malady of rickets, with refer- 
ence to the softness of the muscles and bones, 
as nothing else than a scrofulous affection of 
those parts. We also attribute to a taint of 
the same distemper the dropsical diseases of 
chronic hydrocephalus and spina bifida, as 
we are fully convinced these morbd condi- 
tions always originate in this peculiar 
diathesis of debility. 

Sir Astley Cooper, whose name we always 
quote with pleasure, has recommended the 
best measures, dietetical in particular, for 
the treatment of scrofula with which we are 
conversant. They are, we think, so excel- 
lent and accordant with sound therapeutics, 
that we will venture to predict no future ex- 
perience, founded on right observation, will 
ever find them much in error. It is the 
fibrine and red globules of the blood which 
give to that fluid the means and power of 
sufficiently nourishing our organs and of 
developing and supporting good health and 
robust strength throughout the system. Sir 
Astley, having rightly noted that the blood 
of scrofulous individuals was serous and 
attenuated, and deficient in those important 
constituents, prescribed the means most 
likely to obviate such a state and better its 
condition. To a child labouring under 
écrofulous debility or disease he enjoined 
the use of animal food three times a day, 
namely, at breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and 
this last meal was to be taken at three 
o'clock p.m. ; warm clothing, with frequent 
exercise in the open air, when wet, or damp 
or very cold weather did not forbid; the 
urging of the functions of the liver and 
digestive canal once a week by the adminis- 
tration of a solutive and alterative powder 
of calomel and rhubarb. This is, we believe, 
the best plan of treatment that could be pur- 
sued for counteracting in childhood, or, 
indeed, at any period of life, scrofulous 
diathesis, or tendency to such a state, in the 
economy, and for preventing the develop- 
ment of scrofulous disease in the form of 
abscess or ulceration locally. Many a sur- 
gical incision, sore, and cicatrix, unques- 
tionably, will such therapeutics prevent 
from injuring the otherwise mazing beauty 
of many a female neck.* 


* Whatever measures it may be in the 
power of the physician or surgeon to suggest 
that will preserve from any degree of injury 
or deformity the most quietly beautiful part 
of one of the most beautiful objects in 
nature,‘must always, we imagine, be a 





There is an error, in our opinion, abroad, 
of no little evil operation in some instances, 
as regards the use of animal food. With a 
great many individuals this article of diet, 
notwithstanding what the advocates of vege- 
table and farinaceous aliment may say to 
the contrary, is certainly taken too sparingly, 
or its use not properly timed. The presence 
of animal food in the stomach at an early 
hour of the day acts, with many persons of 
peculiar temperament and constitution, not 
only as an efficient remedy to soothe and 
allay general irritability and vascular over- 
action dependent thereon, but it also per- 
forms the part of an anodyne and agent of 
cure in various dyspeptic neuralgias and 
irritations. Do not these observations 
receive corroboration from the following 
fact, which, with some others very similar, 
have occasionally come under our notice ?— 
A young gentleman had suffered much, for 
two or three years, from gastrodynia, accom- 
panied with a feeling of cardiac distress and 
sense of sinking at the pit of the stomach, 
which usually came on between ten and eleven 
o'clock, a.m. (sometimes it was experienced 
immediately on getting up, between seven 
and eight), and continued more or less 
severe until between two and three, p.m., 
his usual time of dining. For the cure of 
this gastrodynia, by the advice of several 
eminent physicians, he had had recourse to 
a variety of medicines. He had made trial 
of the extract of stramomium and extract of 
belladonna, of the oxide of bismuth, the oxide 
of iron, and of the sulphate of quinine, and 
other remedial agents of less note, without 
having experienced any material benefit. 
When he consulted us his countenance was 
lean, pale, and anxious; he was thin, some- 
what irritable and nervous ; his system gene- 
rally had the appearance of being insufli- 
ciently supplied with blood; the pulse was 
rather frequent and contracted (we mean 
as to the circumference of the vessel); 
his appetite was pretty good, and the bowels 
were stated to be regular, ard his sleep un- 
disturbed. In the course of our inquiry 
into the symptoms of this case, we put the 
question to our patient, When do you 
generally observe this pain of stomach to 
cease? “ Soon after dinner, towards the 
after-part of the day,” he replied. How 
often have you been inthe habit of taking 





matter of some little interest to all. “ Ob- 
serve that part of a beautiful woman where 
she is perhaps the most beautiful, about the 
neck and breasts ; the smoothness, the soft- 
ness, the easy and insensible swell, the 
variety of the surface, which is never for 
the smallest space the same, the deceitful 
maze, through which the unsteady eye slides 
giddily, without knowing where to fix, or 
whither it is carried.” (Philsophical Inquiry 
into the Origin of our Ideas of the Sublime 
and Beautifal.) , 
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animal food in the day? we iuquired. 
« ” was the reply, “at dinner.” 
What do you breakfast upon? was our next 
interrogatory. ‘“ Bread and butter with tea 
or coffee, and sometimes an egg,” was the 
answer we received, We then prescribed a 
mutton-chop, with an egg, or a good large 
slice of ham and an egg, with his usual tea 
and bread and butter, for breakfast daily, 
and a mildly aperient pill to regulate the 
bowels; and the second morning after 
taking the mutton-chop, as prescribed, the 
young gentleman, to his no little delight, 
and the gastrodynia, which had been the 
bane of his comfort for years, parted com- 
pany, and have never since renewed ac- 
quaintance. When we last saw this patient, 
more than two years from the time we had 
prescribed for him, he still continued to take 
a little animal food for breakfast, and he 
remained free from the pain. What then, it 
might be asked, was the nature of this 
gastrodynia? Was it the instinct or sensa- 
tion of hunger, idiosyncratic and morbid in 
this instance, being in the human subject, but 
similar to that which is physiologically and 
naturally experienced by some of the lower 
carnivorous animals, the beasts of prey, 
and which urges them so ferociously in 
quest of flesh, and which no other kind of 
food will allay?* We could adduce other 
facts, if necessary, equally illustrative of 
the good effects of a little solid animal food 


being presented to the stomach at the morn- 
ing repast, or at an early period of the day, 
in raising the system from a state of ill- 
health and debility, and conferring upon it 
the inestimable gifts of good health and 


strength. It is only, let it be here observed, 
the unhealthy and infirm that ought properly 
to be accounted poor. The health of the 
honest peasant or labourer of any descrip- 
tion is his wealth, and the happiest wealth or 
capital, too, in all respects, which he can 
possess. With none other, certainly, does 
he embark so cheerfully in the business of 
existence, and enjoy with such fulness the 
fruits of his exertions, or, when they chance 
to come, the bounties of fortune. With 
none other can he contribute to the con- 
tinuance of the constitution and vigour of 
society, in the renewal of the youth and 
bloom of ;opulation, by raising up around 
him offspring and issue ruddy with life and 
the light of youthful health—the lumen 
purpureum juvente—objects such as his 
heart always owns and exults in, and his 
bosom fondly cherishes, and through which 
thus, by the divinity of parental affection, 
transmutes, it might be said, by a beautiful 


* “ Tn the course of this treatise we shall 
have frequent occasion to remark that the 
diseased state of an organ in the human body 
is the physiological and healthy condition of 
the same organ in other animals.” (Andral’s 
Pathological Anatomy, vol. i,, page 94.) 








alchymy in the moral economy of humble 
life, the labourer’s daily industry and toil 
into a daily hymn of silent happiness and 
content, not less acceptable and grateful to 
the Creator than are the most loud and 
lengthened orisons of the more indolent and 
inactive, yet dutiful and holy saint. But to 
return for a little to the more immediate 
subject of our paper. 

In looking over the observations of the 
great surgeon, Cooper, upon the malady of 
rickets, we find that he places the cause of 
that disease in the mesenteric glands, and 
thus identifies, in a great degree, tabes 
mesenterica with rickets, although the two 
affections are undoubtedly, we think, dis- 
tinct, both in their origins and symptoms 
generally. In none of the cases which we 
have described io this paper could we detect 
any enlargement of the glands of the mesen- 
tery, or any tenderness on pressure of the 
abdomen over those vessels. Tabes mesen- 
terica in the infant appears to us to be more 
allied to the affection of general atrophy in 
the adult than to rickets. 

Some time in the autumn of 1837 we pub- 
lished a short paper in the “ Medical 
Gazette” in which we pointed out the ex- 
istence and described the characters of a 
murmur or sound accompanying the cerebral 
circulation in certain conditions of disease 
in children, We took occasion then to state 
that we thought such auscultic phenomenon, 
when present in the head, might either be 
received as a premonitory symptom of 
chronic hydrochephalus or as a diagnostic 
sign of the actual existence of that disease 
in its most incipient state. This murmur 
was present, as we have seen, in various in- 
tensity, in all the four cases which form the 
subject of this paper, and we still rest in 
the opinion we took up on first observing 
it, that it is always concomitant with and 
produced by a morbid action of the vessels 
of the brain, which either immediately pre- 
cedes or is associated with more or less 
dropsical effusion in that organ. As the 
phenomenon, in the cerebral pathology of 
children, is undoubtedly one of some little 
novelty and interest, we would willingly 
direct the attention of other observers to it, 
in hopes that it may be found of some thera- 
peutic and practical usefulness. Fine, though 
it should be 

“ that nothing lives ’twixt it and silence,” 
is not some credit due to us for having been 
the first in this country to observe and de- 
scribe this murmur and auscultic sign of 
disease in the encephala of children? Shortly 
after the publication of our description of the 
phenomenor in the “ Medical Gazette,” offe 
of the medival reviews (the “ British and 
Foreign Medical Quarterly,” we think) 
disputed our claim to originality in its 
observance by the statement that we had 
been preceded in the matter by an Ame- 
rican physician. We do not doubt the truth 











here much frie | bat this paper, we per- 
My hag already grown to some consider- 
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FEMALE EUNUCHS IN INDIA. 


Every one knows the cruel acts to which 
Oriental jealousy has given rise with respect 
to the male attendants on the harems of the 
great; but few, perhaps, are aware that in 
India even women are subject to a process, 
not of emasculation, but (if we may coin a 
word) efemination. Dr. Roberts, the author 
of a memoir of a journey from Delhi to 
Bombay, says that near Feridabad he was 
met by an eunuch fakir and three singing 
girls, the latter of whom executed several 
dances, accompanying them by their voices. 
The lofty stature, harsh voices, and bold 
masculine movements of the damsels so ter- 
rified the worthy doctor, that he at first 
thought them to be Thugs in disguise; but 
when he had ascertained their true sex, curi- 
osity overcame his terrors, and, by dint of a 
little persuasion and sundry rupees, he pre- 
vailed on the ladies to visit him at his tent, 
and exhibit their physical peculiarities. 
They appeared to have no development 
either of the larynx or nipples; the vaginal 
orifice was obliterated without even the 
trace of a scar, while the meatus urinarius, 
on the contrary, was salient and exposed ; 
there was no mons veneris, and, in fact, a 
complete atrophy of the cellular tissue, not 
only ia the genital but other parts also of the 
body, and no hair whatever on the parts usu- 
ally so covered; the buttocks and thighs 
were not more spread than in the male; 
there was no trace of, or substitute for, the 
menstrual discharge ; nor had the indivi- 
duals any venereal desires. Large, robust, 
and muscular, they enjoyed excellent health, 
being about twenty-five years old ; and their 
chief occupation was that of itinerating the 
villages, dancing, singing, and circumcising 
the male infants of the native population. 
They had no recollection of having under- 
gone any operation, nor could Dr. Roberts 
find any indications whereby to judge of the 
manner in which they had been unsexed ; 
but they said (what he knew not himself and 
could not ascertain from others) that many 

es similarly situated were to be found 

Delhi and Agra. An old Brahmin, at 
Indore, in Malwah, afterwards aa Dr. R. 
that these women, called 
fe sme ay ovaries with needles, tay Baw 

in the green fruity juice of the tree othed 
poul. 





TREATMENT OF 


TUBERCULOUS CACHEXIA. 
NAPHTHA, CREOSOTE. 


EFFECT OF ATMOSPHERE ON 
REMEDIES. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—I have for the last twelve months 
perused with much attention and care the 
many valuable papers on tuberculous ca- 
chexia contained in your widely-circulated 
Journal. During that period much has 
been written on the above disease. The 
fruit of my examination I will endeavour to 
lay before you. 

The last paper, on the use of naphtha, may 
induce many to rely probably too much on 
its merits; with due diffidence be it said, 
and without in the slightest manner dis- 
paragingly of the cases mentioned: nor do I 
by any means infer that the remedy does 
not deserve notice. But that too much re- 
liance may not be placed upon any one 
means for assisting us in our attacks on this 
hitherto formidable disease, one point I 
wish particularly to mention. The whole of 
the cases in Dr, Hastings’ report were in the 
month of March, and the first week in 
April. During the greatest part of that 
time the weather was acknowledged to be 
particularly calculated to further the relief 
of the patients by its peculiar mildness, the 
prevailing winds being from the southward 
and westward. This point is one of import- 
ance, as it would seemingly limit the reme- 
dial agent to a certain climate, or, rather, to 
a certain state of the atmosphere. Proba- 
bly the doctor would state whether other 
cases, occurring at a different period, were 
similarly benefited by the naphtha. 

Sir George Lefevre, in his paper of 29th 
April, mentions the fact of the influence of 
northern latitudes on the efficacy of mercurial 
preparations, and other remedies. We 
know the effect of climate and a change of 
air on the constitution. In my opinion cer- 
tain medicines are affected by certain 
changes of temperature. In the last fort- 
night, with the abominable easterly wind 
prevailing, not anything like the success 
has resulted from the administration of col- 
chicum (a supposed specific) in rheumatic 
affections. ese Various effects can only 

no ters of by the closest observation. 

y opinion as to the most efficient reme- 
dies in tuberculous cachexia is, that those 
chemical products containing the 
proportion of carbon, in concentration with 
small portions of hydrogen and nitrogen, 
have such a sedative action upon the blood, 
that the chemical vital motion is rendered 
more harmonious, as it were, by the opera- 
are | tion of those substances. is a sub- 
stance which I have tried with some success 
at certain seasons of the year, whilst its 
failure at others has obliged me to acknow- 





containing a less 
bon than naphtha, I consider as a 
its being less efficacious. 

It is well known that preparations of 
potass have the power of inducing or form- 
ing an us mass of tuberculous mat- 
ter, and they consequently have been re- 
sorted to with success in pelmensry com- 
plaints. Creosote, as a medicine, havi 
less portion of carbon than the naphtha, 
am induced to place it as a remedial agent 
in a less powerful de At all events I 
think it but just to observe, that when the 
two substances have been fairly tried, and 
their separate virtues duly weighed, that we 
may more safely arrive at the conclusion 
how the preference has been made. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

J.C, Arkinson, 

Romney-terrace, Westminster, 

May 3, 1843. 
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ON 


CUPPING WITH THE AID OF 
HOT WATER. 


By James Orr, A.M., M.D., Dunoon. 

Tuere are few medical instruments, how- 
ever great the genius which has produced 
them, that are not susceptible of some im- 
provement either in construction or mode of 
application. 

e apparatuses for cupping forms no ex- 
ception to the remark, for they have been 
the subject of various improvements, some 
in the form of the cups, others in the manner 
of producing the vacuum. One operator 
requires, to produce a vacuum, spiritof wine 
and the lighted taper ; another employs the 
exhausting syringe; while a third produces 
similar effects without either, only applying 
his mouth to the fundus of the cup to form a 
sufficient vacuum with a particular form of 
cup. 

The few remarks I am about to make 
have reference not so much to any change 
in the form of cup as to its application and 
the more speedy abstraction of blood by the 
aid ofhot water. The cup fitted for the hot 
water is somewhat different from the com- 
mon form, and though in general use in 
many places, in others it is unknown. The 
form is similar to that in common use, which 
requires the spirit of wine, excepting that 
from the external and central of its 
fandus there is a small tube extending from 
a quarter to an inch in length. At the distal 
extremity of the tube the opening is sufficient 
to admit the point of a small probe, and over 
this small opening there is a bit of very pli- 
able bladder, or skin, covering the o; 
completely, and well secured with a 
round the neck of the tube. This bit of skin, 





the tube as to prevent entirely the ingress of 
the air, and so performs the part of a perfect 
valve, in allowing the air within the cup to 
escape during suction, and preventing its 
re-eptrance, leaving the interior of the cup 
almost a complete vacuum. In operating 
with the form of cup so described its sim- 
plicity recommends it very much, as neither 
the spirit of wine, nor the lighted taper, nor 
the exhausting syringe, are necessary; and 
by their absence the operation of cupping is 
rendered much less formidable in appear- 
ance, and so the occasional frights and sud- 
den alarms in patients, which are often pro- 
duced by the burning of the spirit of wine, 
are avoided. 

Having described the form of cup, I pro- 
ceed to its application for abstracting blood 
by the aid of hot water. The incisions being 
made, either with the common scarificators 
or common lancet, as may suit the conveni- 
ence of the operator, take a cupping-glass 
capable of holding from two to three ounces 
of water, into which put from half aa 
ounce to an ounce of pretty hot water, 
say at about 120° of heat, and so epply 
it over the part from which you wi 
to abstract blood ; then apply the mouth to 
the tube, and by suction the vacuum is pro- 
duced in the manner above described, which, 
by the assistance of the hot water, directly 
applied to the scarifications, the blood flows 
freely, speaking comparatively. In cupping 
parts of the body which are highly vascular 
the hot water is less necessary, and may be 
dispensed with, but in operating on parts of 
less vascularity it will promote a more copi- 
ous flow of blood in a given time than would 
otherwise take place, saving both the suffer- 
ings of the patient and the time of the opera- 
tor. Although the effects of hot water are 
more manifest in operating on parts that are 
not very vascular, yet much time may be 
saved by its use when operating on any part 
of the body. The reader is not to under- 
stand, however, that the addition of the hot 
water will make the blood flow alike freely 
from every part of the body, because the flow 
of blood will be modified by the degree of 
vascularity in the part. 

The temperature of the water used in this 
manner of operating may be many degrees 
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higher than could be borne in ordinary 
fomentation, for the insensibility produced 
by the tightening of the cupping-glass soon 
overcomes even a slight sensation of scald- 
ing, which the patient may feel at the mo- 
ment the cup containing the hot water is 
applied. But the use of the hot water in 
cupping is not limited to that species of it in 
which blood is abstracted, for its farther ad- 
vantage can be well conceived in the kind 
called “‘ dry cupping.” In cases requiring 
that operation you may have the combined 
effect of the dry cupping and the hot water, 
although it is a little paradoxical to speak of 
dry cupping when an ounce of hot water may 
be used, or less, or more, as may be thought 


From the easy mode in which this form of 
cup can be applied, I recommend it to those 
who have not tried it. It can be used at all 
times, and with the utmost delicacy, which 
cannot be affirmed of that form which re- 
quires the spirit of wine. It is no small 
advantage attending this peculiar form of 
cup, that in its application the degree of 
pressure can be increased by a nice grada- 
tion, in accommodation to the seasibility of 
the part to which it is applied, either with or 
without the hot water, and if thought proper 
it can be used equally well as the other form 
with the spirit of wine. Nor is it necessary 
to remark farther, that this form of cup, with 
the addition of hot water, is exceedingly 
convenient, and no less useful for promoting 
a copious flow of blood after leeches have 
been removed. As I said above, the degree 
of pressure can be accommodated to the sen- 
sibility of the part, and under ordinary cir- 
cumstances the cup with the hot water ap- 
plied to recent leech-holes, almost any quan- 
tity of blood may be obtained. 

Dunoon, Argyleshire, April 26, 1843. 


tinctly under my Po: ca as 7 
ported the head ; igiaie- 
ally became peteed ag A were soon 
followed by cries and full resuscitation. 
Although this child was no doubt restored 
so speedily through the medium of the 
spinal nerves, it might, perhaps, have been 
recovered by the usual is, but that 
tried on this occasion was so very successful 
that I am induced toreportit. The idea was 
+ eee from the writings of Dr. Marshall 

all, 

Wiiittam Henperson, M.D. 
Corstorphine, Edinburgh, 
May 6, 1843. 





OCCUPATION OF THE UTERUS 
BY HYDATIDS., 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The following case of hydatids in 
the uterus has lately occurred in my prac- 
tice :— 

On Sanday, the 16th of April ult., Mrs. 
P., etat. 31, married, and the mother of five 
children, applied to me in consequence of 
pain and slight uterine hemorrhage, stating 
thatshe had twice miscarried, the last time 
about eight months since. She considered 
herself now to be pregnant, having quickened 
on Friday the 14th, but was apprehensive 
she should not go the fulltime, As the he- 
morrhage was not profuse I recommended 
quiet and the recumbent position, and a 
sixth part of the following mixture every 
four hours :-— 

RK Sulph. of magnes., three drachms ; 
Dilute sulph. acid, one drachm ; 
Tinct. of opium, one drachm ; 
Water, six ounces. Mix, 
Le No increase of flooding, and the pain 





THE RESUSCITATION OF APPA- 
RENTLY LIFELESS CHILDREN, 


(For Tue Lancet.) 


Mrs, ALLAN was confined to-day of her 
seventh child, after a short labour; the 
child was apparently lifeless, flaccid, and 
below the average size. Immediately after 
birth, on exposure to the air of the apart- 
ment, there was a convulsive movement of 
the mouth and chest, which was probably 
caused by the sudden impress of air on the 
nervous system. I immediately plunged the 
infant into very warm water, keeping merely 
the mouth above, and rubbing it in the usual 
way. It still continued perfectly flaccid, 
and to all appearance dead; so much so, 
that the attendants begged me to give it up 
as hopeless. I then commenced smart fric- 
tion all down the spine. The bowels and 


limbs, as my hand traversed the different re- 
gous, now became stiff, and more life-like, 
pulsations of the carotids, were felt dis- 





“ Better. Again told me she was con- 
fident she felt her child. To continue the 
mixture. 

20. Considerably better. Told me she did 
not require further medical aid, 

24. I was again called, in consequence of 
hemorrhage returning (which she attributed 
to some exertion she had undergone during 
the day). On arriving I found she had lost 
a considerable quantity of blood, and was 
complaining of much faintness, On placing 
my hand upon the abdomen I found an en- 
largement, much greater than is usually the 
case in a woman who has only advanced 
four or five months in pregnancy, and I 
stated to her that I considered she must 
have made some mistake, and was further 
advanced than she expected. I then made 
an examination per vaginam, and found the 
os uteri rather low in the pelvis, its lips 
thick and undilatable, admitting only of the 
introduction of the forefinger; I could dis- 
cover nothing but a soft yielding substance. 
The hemorrhage at this time having sub- 











sided, I left her, and ordered a pill contain- 
ing powdered opium one-third of a grain, 
acetate of lead one grain, to be taken every 
four hours, with a sixth part of the following 
mixture :— 
kk Acetic acid, three drachms ; 

Tinct. of us, one drachm ; 

Water, six ounces. Mix. 

25. No return of flooding, but slight pain 
in the body. 

86. Better, and entirely free from pain. 

27. Continuing to improve. 

28. Early in the morning I was summoned 
to attend, by her husband, who stated that 
he thought his wife was dying. On my 
arrival I found her face quite blanched, and 
the pulse scarcely perceptible. After giving 
her stimulants I lost no time in ascertaining 
the extent of hemorrhage, and on making an 
examination per vaginam I found, as nearly 
as I could guess, a half handbasinful of 
coagula, mixed with a substance resembling 
frog-spawn, and of an amber colour. The 
os uteri was low in the pelvis, and dilated, 
so that I could get my three fingers in, and 1 
could then discover the uterus filled with 
this substance. The introduction of the 
fingers caused the uterus to contract, and, in 
the course of ten minutes, it emptied itself 
of a handbasioful more of hydatids mixed 
with coagula. My patient, I feared, for 
some hours, was sinking, but by administer- 
ing stimulants she rallied, and although now 
exceedingly weak is doing well. I am, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

. F. Nonny Firca. 
Little Hedingham, Essex, 
May 12, 1843. 





RARE ANIMALCULES IN THE BLOOD OF A DOG. 


In February last, M. Gruby brought under 
the notice of the French Academy of 
Sciences some vermiform animalcules which 
he had met with in the blood of a healthy 
and strong dog, ten or eleven years old, and 
which had been fed on horseflesh and fat for 
the previous three weeks. The worms were 
transparent, and about one-hundredth of an 
inch in length. Their anterior extremity 
was the larger, and presented a fissure, 
which appeared to be a mouth: the tail 
tapered off to a fine poiat. They were very 
active, living for ten days after the removal 
of the blood from the circulation. Examined 
in a drop of this fluid under a microscope, 
they were observed to shape their course be- 
tween the globules, by an undulating mo- 
tion, and to curve and twist themselves fre- 
quently and with much rapidity. For 
twenty days MM. Gruby and Leblanc found 
them in blood from any part of the body of 
the above dog, but they have failed to be 
seen in the blood of nearly one hundred other 
: since examined for the purpose.— 

. : 
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GICAL SOCIETY. 
Tuesday, May 9, 1843. 
Epwarp Srantey, F.R.S., President. 


Observations on the Medicinal Properties of 
ao Hemp. By Joun CLenpINNina, 


Tue author commenced his paper with 
general observations on the importance of 
narcotics, but especially of opium, in the 
treatment of disease. After having referred 
to numerous examples of the successful use 
of opium in acute and chronic disease, he 
adverted to the inconvenience occasionally 
attending the employment of opiates, especi- 
ally to the derangement of the stomach and 
bowels and kidneys, and the vertiginous and 
other painful conditions of the nervous 
system they so frequently produce, and he 
then stated that in his experience those in- 
convenient effects had occurred so frequently, 
aod had been found in many cases so diffi- 
cult to obviate without the abandonment of 
the use of a class of remedies of the utmost 
importance in a large number and variety of 
diseases, that he had been recently induced 
to make trial of the extract of hemp, recom- 
mended by Dr. O’Shaughnessy, of Calcutta, 
as a substitute for opium in numerous in- 
stances. 

The author’s object in making this com- 
munication was to bring under the notice of 
the society the results he had obtained, as 
in his judgment important to be made 
generally known, with a view to further and 
more extended trials by other practitioners, 
more especially at this moment, when there 
was some prospect of a new edition of the 
London Pharmacopceia, upon which he un- 
derstood a committee of the Royal College 
was actually engaged. 

The author then gave details of eighteen 
cases from a much larger number in which 
he had given trial to the new remedy with 
satisfactory results. These trials included 
cases of acute and chronic disease, and 
persons of both sexes and of very various 
ages. The number of cases detailed, al- 
though necessary to substantiate the claims 
advanced by the author in favour of the new 
narcotic, was yet such as to preclude any 
analysis of them in this place. It will be 
sufficient to say, generally, that the indica- 
tions for its use in these cases appear to have 
been more especially to relieve neuralgic 
pain; to relieve irritation and spasms of 
chronic bronchitis, of rheumatism, &c., and 
to subdue sleeplessness or disturbed rest, 
from whatever cause, if not arising from in- 
flammation in the head. The author found 
the remedy highly useful in checking cough 
in phthisis, and cramp and irritation in the 
limbs, &c,, in rheumatism, without any in- 
terference with the digestive processes or 
intestinal action or secretions, yet with an 
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anodyne and hypnotic effect not less uniform 
than that of opium. He gave it trial, also, 
in several cases of low fever, characterised 
by spots, tremors, and delirious restlessness, 
and with very good effects. It repressed 
delirium and conciliated repose, and thus 
secured that tranquillity and refreshment 
the proper effects of sleep. He reported, 
also, some instances of the successful use of 
hemp extract as a pure anodyne to secure 
sleep, by suppressing pain arising in one case 

a cut, in another from a violent purga- 
tive, aod in a third from rheumatic irritation 

oithe meninges. 

The author concluded his paper by a 
resumé of the objects of his trials, and the 
results and conclusions he had attained. 
He stated that his experience had satisfied 
him that the hemp extract was possessed 
of medicinal properties sufficiently energetic 
and uniform to entitle it to admission into 
our national Phar poei gst our 
most useful narcotics; and that as a substi- 
tute for opium, especially in cases for which 
that drug was unsuited, owing to idiosyn- 
crasy or to the presence of active indiges- 
tion, or the nervous temperament, he had 
found reason to place much confidence in the 
extract, and to regard it as a remedy exceed- 
ing in value that of any other narcotic or 
combination of narcotics with which he was 
acquainted. 


Dr. Cuowne had not observed that the 
cases detailed in the paper presented any 
instance of that capricious influence of the 
medicine which had been attributed to it, 
and would be glad to inquire of the author 
whether any examples of this uncertainty of 
effect had occurred in his experience. 





Dr. CLenpinnine stated that he had not 
met with instances of capricious action, and 
that he attributed that which certainly (ac- 
cording to the experience of different per- 
sons) appeared like capricious action, to a 
want of uniformity in the form in which the 
drag was employed, and partly, also, to the 
quality of the drug obtained from different 
sources; and added, that in the event of the 
drug being added to the materia medica of 
the Pharmacopoeia of the College of Phy- 
sicians, that uniformity of formula would 
obviate any occurrence of that kind. 


Dr. Crowne had administered it in 
several instances, and with reference to its 
efficacy as an anodyne he found it necessary 
to suspend his judgment, as he had not seen 
any sufficiently decided cases of repose fol- 
lowing the use of it to warrant him in form- 
inga definitive opinion ; this, however, he con- 
sidered, might be attributable tohis being par- 
ticularly slow in arriving at conclusions with 
regard to the specitic effect of medicines, 
and partly from his having given the drug 
with probably more than necessary caution 
and in too limited doses, wishing not to risk 
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the occurrence of strong and capricious 
effects. In one patient to whom he gave it, 
a young woman with chlorosis, great debility 
and great mental apathy, she stated that it 
made her quite cheerful and elated for three 
or four hours. Although Dr. C., judging 
from his own trials, was not able to form a 
definitive opinion as to its anodyne or 
soporific effect, he had no doubt about its 
negative qualities. He had not found it pro- 
duce either cerebral disturbance, diminution 
of renal secretion, or constipation. 


Dr. C. J. B. Wittams had used the 
cannabis Indicus, and found it beneficial in 
three classes of cases, chronic rheumatism, 
sciatica, and chorea, In an extremely bad 
case of long-standing rheumatism, with 
distortion of all the joints and excruciating 
pain, it produced great relief and an amelio- 
ration of all the symptoms, It very promptly 
cured a case of sciatica which had resisted 
the action of colchicum, a medicine gene- 
rally efficacious in this complaint. He had 
found it relieve chorea during its exhibition, 
but it seemed to exert no radical effect over 
the disease, for the symptoms returned after 
the medicine was discontinued. One effect 
of the medicine, to which the patients had 
all testified, and that generally without being 
interrogated on the subject, was, that it im- 
proved their appetite and the general health, 
and it did not interfere with the biliary or 
other secretions. On the contrary, indeed, 
it seemed to improve all the secretions, and 
these were a combination of effects previ- 
ously unknown in a narcotic medicine. He 
had generally begun with twenty minims, 
three times a day, and increased the dose 
sometimes to forty minims. It occasionally 
produced a kind of confusion of mind. 


Mr. Perry had made experiments on him- 
self and others with an extract prepared 
from some of the plant brought to this 
country a few years ago; he had likewise 
used some of the extract recently prepared 
by Mr. Squire, which he found to be about 
three times as strong as the former. This 
narcotic did not derange the secretion of bile 
or cause any subsequent headach, and it 
differed from opium likewise in another 
respect. The effects of opium were greater 
in proportion as the person under its influ- 
ence remained at rest, and a well-known 
remedy for an over-dose was to keep the 
patient in motion, whereas he had found, 
after taking a dose of cannabis Indicus, that 
he felt scarcely any effect from it whilst 
sitting quiet, but in beginning to walk, per- 
haps three hours after, he found that he 
staggered and was quite drunk; these 
symptoms would abate on sitting down, but 
would be again reproduced on rising, per- 
haps two or three hours later. Other per- 
sons to whom he had given it had experienced 





the same effects, 











On the Removal of Blindness depending 
penne y the Iris. By A. Urs, Esq. 
municated by the PresiDENT. 
The author described the case of a female 
patient who had come under his care at the 
Western Eye Dispensary in consequence of 
having been suddenly attacked with blind- 
ness in one eye. The pupil was dilated and 
immoveable, and she was wholly unable to 
distinguish even light from darkness. 
Judging the case to be one of idiopathic 
palsy of the iris, the author proceeded at 
once to employ the method of cauterising 
the circumference of the cornea by nitrate of 
silver, first proposed by Serres. The result 
was prompt restoration to sight. He pointed 
attention to the importance of discriminating 
accurately between palsy of the iris and 
amaurosis, since the treatment which is so 
efficacious in the one would be no less im- 
proper than useless in the other, 

Mr. Arnott said he had met with a case 
similar to the one just detailed, in the per- 
son of an engraver of eminence, who, after 
working very closely, both by natural and 
artificial light, at a plate on which he was 
engaged, became affected with blindness in 
the left eye, the one with which he worked. 
He could see distant objects indistinctly, 
but could not perceive near objects at all 
with this eye. The pupil was dilated to its 
fullest extent, the iris being diawn close to 
the ciliary ligament, and was immoveable to 
light applied either to one eye or the other. 
On getting the patient to look through a 
little hole in a card he could read priot with 
the affected eye, thus proving that the dis- 
ease was not amaurosis, but that vision was 
prevented by the quantity of light which 
entered the eye and overpowered the retina. 
This patient was depleted both generally and 
locally, had various blisters applied, and was 
kept under the influence of mercury for two 
months, but without any decided benefit ; 
the gentleman had relinquished his profes- 
sion ; it was now a year and a half from the 
commencement of his complaint, and he was 
much in the same condition, During the 
treatment he, Mr. A., had applied caustic 
round the edge of the cornea in the manner 
recommended by M. Serres, without much 
effect, but he had not applied it in the same 
energetic manner as the author of the paper, 
and after what he had heard that night he 
thought he should make a further and more 
decided trial of it. 





On the Sugar in the Blood in Diabetes. By 
Dr, Bence Jones, 


The very delicate test for grape-sugar which 
was communicated to the Academy of 
Sciences in Berlin, in 1811, by Professor 
Mitscherlish as the discovery of Herr 
Trommer, was applied by him without suc- 
cess to the examination of diabetic blood. 
He found, however, that if one ten-thousandth 
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part of grape-sugar was mixed with blood 
the test would indicate its presence. The 
opportunity occurred to the author of this 
paper of repeating the experiment on the 
blood of a diabetic patient of Dr. Nairne’s 
in St. George’s Hospital. The disease was 
of about a year’s standing, and the patient 
was, in other respects, in tolerable health, 
Qn the 24th of January, 1843, he was bled 
to twelve ounces, after a dioner of bread 
and meat, The following morning the blood 
was well separated ; the serum milky; the 
clot slightly buffed and cupped; specific 
gravity 1029.7, The serum became clear 
when treated with ether, and the test for 
grape-sugar gave a negative result, as the 
precipitate, which first formed, did not res 
dissolve, and only became much darker 
when heated, partly in consequence of the 
deep purple-colour which is formed by the 
action of caustic potash and sulphate 
copper on fibrine or albumen, The albumen 
was therefore removed by evaporating the 
serum to dryness in a water bath. The 
residue was finely powdered, treated with 
water, filtered, and tested for grape-sugar. 
The characteristic changes then took place, 
The clot of the same blood was treated in 
the same way, and the test showed that 
grape-sugar was present in it also. The 
urine passed between three hours before the 
bleeding and nine hours after was five pints, 
specific gravity 1031.3, and when tested by 
the same method the liquid first became 
deep-blue and then a very large precipitate 
formed, which was at first bright-yellow and 
after some hours became dark-green. Uric 
acid alone does not form the clear blue 
solution, although when boiled with the 
potash and sulphate of copper it will pro- 
duce the same coloured precipitate as the 
grape-sugar does, 





MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
Monday, April 24, 1843. 

Mr, Pitcuer, President, 
REMARKABLE EFFECTS OF PHYMOSIS IN A 
CHILD, 

Dr. Gotpine Birp related the following 
case:—W.D., aged three and a quarter 
years, a delicate, irritable-looking child, was 
admitted under his care on August 14th, 
last year, at the Finsbury Dispensary. 
Had always from birth suffered from an irri- 
table state of the bowels, until he was 
weaned, at the age of eighteen months. His 
abdomen then began to enlarge, and the mo- 
tions to become slimy ; at the same time he 
had pertussis. His health was very good 
up to the month of May last year. His 
mother at this period observed that every 
time he made water he screamed from severe 
pain, referred by the child to the penis. 
This increased so much that he avoided 
micturition as much as possible, The pain 
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appeared to continue for a quarter of an 
hour after emptying the bladder, and was 

ially relieved, as his mother says, by 

ping the penis against the pubes. There 
is great diuresis, and he is always feverish 
and thirsty. He has lost flesh since the at- 
tack, and has been getting more fretful and 
irritable. He presented so much the ap- 
pearance of having a stone in the bladder 
that Dr. Bird requested his colleague, Mr. 
Paget, to examine the bladder, who pro- 
nounced it empty. The prepuce was long 
and tortuous, had so filiform an aperture 
that it was difficult to introduce the finest 
sound. The urine is pale, and looks like 
mere milky water, and is certainly copious 
for a child of his age. 

August 14. Urine passed to-day pale, like 
turbid serum, amounting to half a gallon in 
twenty-four hours, nearly neutral, no action 
by heat, specific gravity 1.002. By repose 
a white puriform deposit fell; a drop of 
urine was full of organic globules, each one 
two-thousandth part of an inch in diameter, 
and resembled in general appearance pus- 
globules, but sufficiently distinct by micro- 
scopic examination ; they were accompanied 
by epithelium ceils and cylinders. On 


carefully manipulating the abdomen, Dr. 
Bird fancicd he could distinguish the outline 
of an enlarged right kidney, but on account 
of the child’s fretfulness this was made out 
with difficulty. 


18. Urine like the last, but globules 
1-1600th in diameter. Nitric acid disinte- 
grated them,. and left transparent nuclei, of 
which four fill up a division consisting of a 
1-10,000th part of an inch ; specific gravity 
1.004. His treatment since his admission 
has consisted of rhubarb purgatives, fol- 
lowed by the pulvis sode cum hydrarg., 
under which ascarides came away with the 
evacuations. These remedies were followed 
by iron, small doses of cubebs, and the ap- 
plication ofa leech to the perineum, all with- 
out affording him relief. 

22. To have three grains of benzoic acid 
and four of bicarbonate of potash, three times 
a-day. 

24. Fancies there is a little improvement ; 
urive milky, still as copious as ever, neutral, 
1.004, not albuminous, passed rather 
easier this morning ; full of organic globules 
of the same size as the last, mixed with copi- 
ous debris of mucous membrane. 

Sept. 28. The child has been gradually 
getting thinner since the last report, notwith- 
standing the employment of various reme- 
dies. The pain of micturition still being ap- 
parently agonising, Dr. Bird felt convinced 
that the elongated prepuce, which scarcely 
presented a visible orifice, and was always 
red and inflamed, had some share in keeping 
up the pain in micturition, and requested one 
of his colleagues to perform circumcision, 
but that gentleman thought it better to wait 
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until the general health was improved. To 
have half a grain of quinine twice a day. 

Oct. 28. Has continued the quinine since 
the last date with evident advantage in his 
general health; pain on micturition hardly 
so great. 

Dec. 5. Somewhat improving in general 
health to this date; he is now suffering 
from an attack of jaundice; this lasted to 
the 17th. 

Jan. 13. At this date, as the pain on mic- 
turition still continued, the operation of cir- 
cumcision was performed with mar 
benefit, the pain in micturition immediately 
disappearing, and the little patient rapidly 
improved in health and strength. 

The after-history of the case is short; he 
remained apparently well, regained - his 
power of walking, but still passing as much 
water, of the same character and quantity as 
before. About a fortnight ago he was 
seized with measles, and died from their as- 
sumption of the character of purpura three 
or four days after. On the post-mortem ex- 
amivation, which took place the day after his 
death, the bladder was found thickened, and 
as full of urine as it would hold, being about 
the size of an orange; the ureters on both 
sides were dilated, the right being the 
largest, and as big as a fore-fiager. The 
pelvis of the right kidney was dilated, so as 
to hold a pint of water, and was distended 
with urine of the same character as that 
passed during life; the true renal structure 
appeared as a mere appendix to this pelvis, 
being thiuly stretched overit. The left kid- 
ney had undergone a similar change, but to 
avery much less degree. No other disease 
was found in the abdomen. Dr. Golding 
Bird exhibited the preparation to the meet- 
ing, and expressed his conviction that the 
whole train of disease was excited by the 
contracted prepuce acting as a stricture in- 
terfering with the exit of the urine, and thus 
that the morbid alterations of the urinary 
organs was produced exactly as in stricture 
in the urethra ia the adult. The kidney is 
placed in the museum of Guy’s Hospital. 

Dr. Ciurrersvck thought the case just re- 
lated a very useful and important one. It 
showed us that simple cases of phymosis 
which, if early attended to, would do well, 
would in some cases, by the impediment 
which they offered to the free discharge of 
the urine, become sources of irritation, 
which irritation extending from the urethra 
to the bladder, and from thence to the 
ureters and kidueys, would injure the health 
of the patient, and be followed by changes of 
structure such as were observed in the pre- 
sent case. In this instance the child would 
probably have died from the mechanical 
effects of obstruction alone had not the ope- 
ration have been performed. The change 
was similar to that observed in some cases 
of old stricture. The excessive flow . of 
urine might have arisen from the irritation 
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bee me by the difficulty of getting rid 
of it. 

Mr. Heaptand could not understand how 
the diuresis could have been produced in the 
manner which Dr. Clutterbuck had sug- 
gested. He should look further both for the 
organic disease and the diuresis, both of 
which he thought might be more fairly re- 
ferrible to the state of the patient’s constitu- 
tion than to the obstruction caused by the 
phymosis, and the assumed irritation conse- 
quent thereon. He thought that if the orga- 
nic change had been the result of mere ob- 
struction both kidneys would have been 
affected. 

Mr. Denny believed that the change in 
the kidney must have been congenital or the 
result of the obstruction. He could not be- 
lieve that it had its origin in the scrofulous 
condition of the child. The relief afforded 
by the operation was in favour of its de- 
pendence on the phymosis. If it had not 
depended on this cause why should relief 
have so immediately followed the operation? 
This relief could not be the result of a mere 
shock given to the nervous system by the 
operation. It was difficult to explain why 
one kidney should have been so much more 
affected than the other, but we knew that 
instances of organic disease being confined 
to one organ (where the organ was double, 
as the kidney, for iustance,) were not very 
uncommon. 

Mr. Rozarts believed, with Dr. Bird, that 
the case resembled those cases of dilatation 
of the pelvis of the kidney which were so 
often found as the result of stricture in the 
adult. The circumstance of one kidney 
being chiefly affected was nothing remark- 
able, as he had observed this to be the case 
in many instances in which the change was 
the result of stricture. The most extraordi- 
nary circumstance in the present case was 
the presence of diuresis, for generally in dis- 

“ eases of a similar kind there was a decreased 
secretion of urine. 

Dr. T. WittiaMs saw a difficulty in the 
explanation given by Dr. Bird, inasmuch as 
the bladder in his case was contracted, and 
this he thought would be a proof that no ob- 
struction beyond it had occurred. Had the 
bladder been dilated the dilatation in the 
pelvis of the kidney might have been more 
readily explained. 

Mr. Pitcuer was convinced that Dr. 
Bird was correct in his opinion, both with 
respect to the nature and cause of the dis- 
ease in the most interesting case which he 
had brought before the society, however un- 
able we might be to explain some of the 
phenomena connected with it. He had 
never seen or heard of such a case before, 
and yet he feared that they were too com- 
mon. He believed that many of those cases 





of supposed stone, with very contracted | 
prepuce, in children, were, in truth, pre-| 
cisely similar in their nature to this case. | 


Examination proved that no stone was pre- 
sent, and the patients got well after division 
ofthe prepuce. This operation most proba- 
bly averted a fatal issue in those very cases. 
Children often suffered from irritation of the 
bladder from a contracted state of the pre- 
puce, and were afraid to pass their water. 
If this continued it would lead to disease of 
the bladder and the other urinary organs. 
This was commonly enough found to be the 
case in stricture. It was by no means un- 
common to find in these cases that the blad- 
der, asin the instance before the society, 
was healthy. It was the exception to the 
rule to find the bladder enlarged in these 
cases ; it was almost invariably contracted. 
In Dr. Bird’s case the disease had not lasted 
long enough to involve the bladder much ; 
had it continued longer that organ would 
have become affected; indeed, it was pro- 
bable that even now, if placed under the 
microscope, it would be found to have un- 
dergone some change. It was ¢ommon 
enough to find the kidney on one side 
affected when the other was not, or but 
slightly so, as in the present instance. He 
thought that the irritation produced by the 
disease was very likely indeed to have 
caused the diuresis, for it must be recol- 
lected that the fluid evacuated consisted only 
of the watery portions of the urine. 

Several other members concurred in the 
opinions expressed by the president, and 
after a few words from Dr. Bird the society 
adjourned. 


May 1, 1843. 
The discussion on Dr. Bird’s case was 
resumed, several members taking part in the 
discussion. 


Mr. Hooper fully agreed with Dr. G. 
Bird as to the cause of the enlargement of 
the kidneys in the case before the society. 


He related a case in corroboration. The 
patient was an elderly lady who was ander 
his care about fifteen years since, he had 
forgotten the cause of her death, but he had 
a very lively recollection of the state of the 
kidneys, as he took casts of them, and had 
them in his possession for several years; 
they were very much enlarged from the 
pelvis to the bladder, the ureters being as 
large as a man’s finger. The right kidney 
was much larger than the left, the bladder 
was also considerably larger than natural, 
and all this arose from the mere mechanical 
pressure of the accumulated urine, the old 
lady being affected with porrigo or some 
other irritation about the meatus urinarius, 
which induced her to retain the contents of 
the bladder for twenty-four or forty-eight 
hours at a time. The bladder having lost 
its sensibility from age, she did not experi- 
ence much inconvenience from the retention. 

The Presipent read a note from Dr. M. 
Hall stating that he fully concurred in Dr. 
Bird’s view of the case. 
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Monday, May 8, 1843. 
REMARKABLE TUMOUR IN THE NECK. 


The Prestpent introduced to the notice of 
the society Mrs. B., aged 41, of whom he 
related the following particulars:—She was 
married early in life, and had had twelve 
children. She miscarried on her first preg- 
nancy, the miscarriage being accompanied 
with great pain and straining. During the 
miscarriage a tumour was discovered on the 
side of the neck, which gradually increased 
in size, but caused no pain or inconvenience. 
After her next pregnancy the tumour in- 
creased insize. Sir A. Cooper now saw it, 
and ordered leeches aud other applications 
to be made to it, which reduced its dimen- 
sions. After every subsequent pregnancy, 
however, the swelling continued to enlarge, 
and now pressed on the trachea and ceso- 
phagus to such an extent that it impeded re- 
spiration and deglutition, Eight years ago 
its size endangered the life of the patient. 
Mr. Pilcher saw her for the first time four 
years since; the tumour then projected 
beyond the lower jaw, and over-hung the 
clavicle, distending the sterno-mastoid mus- 
cle, carrying the carotid artery round its 
base and the trachea to the right side, Re- 
spiration was almost stertorous. The skin 
following the tumour was tight, shining, 
red, with here and there the appearance of 
a cicatrix. Pressure of the carotid did not 
seem to alter the size of the tumour, The 
swelling at this time was supposed to con- 
tain a glairy, albuminous fluid, and it was 
proposed to puncture it. This was done, 
and a stream of arterial blood issued from 
the opening. A probe was introduced, and 
moved about freely as if in a fluid. Pressure 
upon the carotid caused the jet to cease. 
In twelve hours the wound was entirely 
healed. 
It was supposed that branches of the su- 
rior thyroid artery had given way, proba- 
ly, in the thyroid gland; that the effused 
blood had torn up the cervical fascia, that 
lymph had been thrown out, and a cyst was 
thus formed, and that this was supplied and 
fed by vessels opening into it. The only re- 
medy to be thought of he (Mr. Pilcher) con- 
sidered, was the passage of aligature round 
the carotid. Sir A. Cooper had thought it 
to be a thyroideal tumour. The carotid was 
tied by Mr. Pilcher, with the effect of dimi- 
nishing the tumour to the extent of an inch, 
and affording some relief. The swelling, 
however, shortly increased to its former size. 
It had increased an inch during the last four 
years, and now received blood from above. 
Sir A. Cooper had considered that branches 
from the subclavian communicated with the 
tumour. 
In answer to questions, Mr. Pilcher said 
that the tumour did not collapse when the 


TUMOUR IN THE NECK.—MUSTARD-SEED. 





late in the system, and that it had remained 
u lable since the swelling first ap 

, having retained its fluidity whilst in 
contact with living structures. is main- 
tainment of fluidity in the blood was exem- 
plified in cases in which it was effused be- 
neath the scalp, and occasionally when it 
was contained in the tunica vaginalis. 





MUSTARD-SEED. 

To the Editor.—Sir: Simple remedies 

are not always to be despised. It always 

gives me pleasure to peruse (though not of 

the medical profession myself) your talented 

publication, Tue Lancet, as it most liberally 

opens its pages to all suggestions that are 

likely to further the public good by attract- 

ing the notice of membersof your honourable 

profession. I am thus induced to trouble 

you with the following particulars, which I 

shall be gratified to see inserted :— 

When a youth, I was troubled with rheu- 
matism in my head, which, at times, it was 
most difficult to endure, my pain and dis- 
traction being such that I could scarcely hold 
my head upright. Many were the remedies 
employed (besides flannel night-caps and 
brown-paper caps, which I was desired to 
wear at night), but all in vain. At last, 
about twenty years ago, I was advised to 
visit a certain quack who was residing in 
Bristol, and was consulted by vast numbers 
of patients of all descriptions, high and low, 
and with all complaints. Having no great 
opinion of such practitioners, it was some 
time before I would apply to him, “not 
having faith as a grain of mustard-seed ;” 
but ultimately I thought that if he did me 
no good he might do me no harm, as after 
receiving his prescription and paying his 
fee I could foliow his advice or not, as I 
thought proper. I went. The ante-room 
was full, and I had to wait my “turn,” and 
then his advice was to take a tablespoonful 
of mustard-seed, night and morning, in a 
cup of water or tea, or in any other way in 
which I found it most easy to swallow. 
Always preferring taking medicine in pills, 
after the first spoonful or two I began to 
swallow it, dry, at a mouthful, which I con- 
tinued doing, 1 should think, until I had 
taken more than a pound weight of it, when 
one day I suddenly began to feel my blood 
tingle from head to foot, with an indescribable 
burning heat, and I determined to desist 
from taking any more at that time, with the 
intention of renewing the remedy when 
needed, as I had found benefit from it from 
the first; but I suppose that this was the 
happy crisis, for from that time to this I have 
never been troubled with the rheumatic com- 
plaint, and therefore have had no further 





blood was flowing. 


blood contained in the tumour did not circu- 


He thought that the | 


occasion so to do, my head being perfectly 
free from pain ever since. 
Remew bering now the suffering I endured, 
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I think it my duty to make this statement, 
the length of time which has since elapsed 
I think fully justifying me in doing so, and 
in your excellent Lancet. 1 am, Sir, your’s 


ully, PHILANTHROPIST. 
Bristul, May 9, 1843. 


PUBLIC MEDICAL MEETING. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 
S1r,—Allow me to propose that a general 
meeting of medical practitioners be held at 
the Crown and Anchor, or some equally eli- 
ible situation in London, as soon as the 
edical Bill of Sir James Graham is 
brought into Parliament. Iam not at all 
surprised at your animadversions on the 
apathy hitherto exhibited by those who are 
most concerned in the matter, but trust they 
will arouse themselves before it is too late. 
The British Medical Association, which has 
evinced so proper a feeling on the subject, 1 
hope will continue its exertions, and by im- 
mediately communicating with the other as- 
sociations, which will be undoubtedly guided 
thereby, present an invincible phalanx 
against every attempt to injure and degrade 
the profession. Invitations shouid be sent 
to the leading members of both Houses of 
Parliament to attend, for it is astonishing, 
considering how valuable medical men are to 
the public at large, how much ignorance and 
illiberality is prevalent among all classes as 
to their hardships, difficulties, and priva- 
tions. The present is a crisis in the medical 
world, and those who hold back will have 
much to answer for. Sir James Graham 
ought to lose no more time in introducing his 
Bill, for practitioners generally have great 
difficulty in making their arrangements from 
the uncertainty which has so long prevailed 
respecting it. Trusting that you, and other 
really independent members, will take every 
possible opportunity to urge him to come to 
the point, Lam, Sir, yours very obediently, 
A Mipptesex M.R.C.S. 
May 8, 1843. 








PATHOLOGY OF INSANITY. 

No alteration of the substance of the brain 
invariably attends mental alienation. The 
following appearances are the most usual in 
insanity :—Ecchymoses beneath the arach- 
noid membrane; injection of the cortical 
substance, with or without softening ; exten- 
sive softening of the middle part of the cor- 
tical substance, and its assumption of a rose, 
lilac, or violet colour ; adherence of the pia 
mater to the surface of the brain; atrophy 
of the convolutions, and induration of the 
brain. Delirium may exist during life with- 
out any trace of organic disease being per- 
ceptible afterdeath. But in case of insanity 
complicated with paralysis, several altera- 
tions of the encephalon are perceptible, one, 
namely softening of the cortical substance, 
being uniform.— Gazette Medicale. 





THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, May 20, 1843. 


Ar page. 274 of this week’s Lancet the 
reader will find an account of the condition 
of “hydropathy” in certain parts of the 
Continent. One passage, however, in the 
report of its author, Dr. Scouretren, is 
transferred to this place, for it contains much 
matter, bearing on the question debated, 
in a little compass. Speaking of the scene 
presented daily at the great dining-hall at 
Graefenberg, Dr. 8S. says,—“The party 
“ appears to be a most cheerful one. Every 
“one talks unrestrainedly, and gaiety per- 
**vades the whole. If a stranger were 
“brought hither, uninformed as to the 
“nature of the place, he would laugh at 
** any one who should tell him that all the 
* people whom he saw were the subjects 
“of obstinate aud serious maladies. But 
“ he would soon be undeceived on interro- 
“ gating the patients severally, for every one 
“ would recount to him a long train of dis- 
“ eases which he was at that moment suffer- 
“ing.” This is letting “the cat out of the 
bag.” Graefenberg, is like other watering- 
places in Germany and at home, chiefly a 
resort for hypochondriacs whose constitu- 
tions have been shattered by excess, or per- 
sons who are, naturally, the victims of ennui. 
It is a very old and well-received impression 
among medical men who are not seduced by 
some mania in favour of mineral waters, 
that the benefit derived at Spas, and Wells, 
and Watering-places, is mainly attributable 
to the change of air, scene, and habits, and the 
exercise, and absence from domestic or com- 
mercial, or other anxieties. The “ waters” 
are as much indebted for their efficacy to 
the adjuncts of fresh air and free respiration, 
as carp is to the port-wine in which good 
cooks stew it. No wonder that the rigid 
arrangements at Graefenberg, the early 
hours, the regular customs, the compulsory 
walking, the simplicity of food, the strict 
sobriety, and the abstinence from study and 
care—for Priessnitz will allow no difficult 





























































272 A WORD ON WATERING-PLACES. 


occupations of the mind, forbidding, if he 
can successfully, even either the reading of 
novels or the writing of letters—should 
counteract, in a considerable degree, the 
effects of former indulgences, and banish 
spleen and ennui. We are, moreover, not 
disposed to admit that in all the frequenters 
of Grafenberg, notwithstanding their ‘‘ long 
train of diseases,” there was anything seri- 
ous to cure. We are well acquainted 
with one gentleman who has recently re- 
turned from a four months’ sojourn, spent 
there to “cure” some ailment which one 
week’s simple confinement to a water bever- 
age at his meals had, in reality, effectually 
subdued just before his starting. Of what 
class does a large portion of the society 
at the English watering-places consist? 
Other motives than the desire of regaiaing 
health will carry people into comparative 
retirement. Dr. Scovrerrsen says that the 
Prince of Liecurenstein had not left 
Priessnitz for four years, though he oddly 
adds that “gratitude had kept him there 
more than necessity.” Pshaw! Gratitude 
will not keep men of fashion, sovereign 
princes, owners of large territorial posses- 
sions in the Austrian empire, having the 
range of the courts of Vienna, Munich, or 
Paris, for four years if a half-savage 
Silesian village. We know little of the 
private circumstances of foreign princes, 
but this we do know, that it is common 
enough with individuals of rank and title 
who have “ out-run the constable,” to break 
up their establishments for a time and 
retrench—winter as well as summer—at a 
watering-place, or “on the Continent.” 
Once installed there, freed from the em- 
barrassments of state and other large ex- 
penses, they soon become fat and jovial 
upon water and plain meats. The prospect 
of getting out of reach of the sheriff, both 
now and for ever, and the hope of speedily 
rejoining the beau-monde, wonderfully ex- 
hiliarate the spirits and refresh the bodies 
of nobles and gentles, and then infinite 






Let it not be supposed that we under- 
value wateras an hygienic agent. On the con- 
trary, we wish that its use were more general. 
Our countrymen are by no means alive to 
the advantages of body-washing and water- 
drinking. Bathing is miserably neglected 
amongst us, islanders though we be. Ina 
great metropolis like London, furnished with 
water-conduits io all directions, supplying 
inexhaustible water, there ought to be cheap 
baths in almost every street, and private 
baths in every house. Frequent ablution 
will not only help to preserve health, but, in 
various skin-diseases, baths, simple or medi- 
cated, are indispensable in the treatment ; 
yet we deem the doctrine that grave dis- 
eases are curable by water alone, to be cant 
and quackery. Water itself may kill other- 
wise than by drowning. 

There are passages in Dr. ScovTetren’s 
report which teach us a lesson ortwo. We 
are told that at Graefenberg a medical man 
who has in him any esprit de corps will 
find it hard, occasionally, to put up with 
the rubs at his profession which every resi- 
dent thinks proper to give him, the faculty 
not being there in very good odour. It is 
also a place seldom resorted to by other 
patients than such as have found all ordinary 
methods of treatment to fail in affording 
them relief. These two circumstances 
seem to imply a common belief that medi- 
cine is only a trade which, moreover, does 
not secure to its customers the thing bought 
and paid for, the patients, therefore, at length 
becoming impatient at proceedings that 
are conducted upon principles wavering, 
uncertain, and blind. For God’s sake let 
us strive to place medical science upon a 
basis that is aufficiently sound and invariable 
to save it from the miserable humiliation of 
being discarded for the empirical systems of 
unlettered peasants. 


PROPOSAL OF 
MEDICAL INSPECTORS 
TO OBSERVE THE 


TREATMENT OF THE SICK POOR 
IN THE UNIONS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
S1r,—Haviog observed the great interest 





credit is given to mineral waters, or hydro- 
herapeutic doctors, for the change. 





you have at all times taken in everything 
| relating te the New Poor-law Bill, I am 








PROPOSAL TO APPOINT MEDICAL INSPECTORS. 


induced to trouble you with a few observa- 
tions on the medical department of that 
measure, hoping (should my suggestions 
meet your approval) that you will, when 
Sir James Graham brings forward the sub- 
ject, endeavour to get some new clauses in- 
troduced. No part of the bill, in my 
opivion, calls for alteration more than this 
part, not only as respects the well-being of 
the poor, but as regards the expense caused 
to the parishes in the unions by the present 
state of things. It has always appeared 
strange to me that every department placed 
under this bill, excepting the medical, should 
have an inspector. If the lives of the poor 
are of any consequence, surely some such 
appointment is necessary to insure to them 
proper medical treatment. Proper attend- 
ance on them is the guardians’ business to 
insure, but the treatment is not cared for. 
It is quite absurd and indecent to require 
medical officers to furnish guardians with a 
weekly certificate of every sick pauper’s 
complaint. The guardians are, I am told, 
io this union, much puzzled to read the 
names given by the medical men to the dif- 
ferent diseases, and have ordered a medical 
dictionary for the purpose of satisfying their 
curiosity, by which, no doubt, they are 
wonderfully enlightened. You must, I 
think; be aware that boards of guardians 
are generally constituted of a class of men 
who are quite unfit and incompetent to be 
judges in medical or surgical matters. The 
medical officers, to my knowledge, con- 
stantly give improper certificates, either to 
accommodate parishes or please some 
patient. My plan is to appoint an inspector 
to every union, a non-resident medical man, 
of at least twenty years’ standing, who 
shall attend at the union workhouse once a 
week, for the purpose of seeing that the 
poor are properly treated, and satisfying the 
guardians as regards the health of the poor. 
The medical officers, I think, should bave 
nothing to do with the guardians but through 
the inspector. I beg to enclose you my plan, 
and remain, Sir, your's most obediently, 
S. F. Brivce, Surgeon, 
Wellington, Somerset, 
May, 1843. 

1. That a non-resident practitioner, paid 
by an annual salary, qualified to act both 
as a surgeon and an apothecary, and of not 
less than twenty years’ standing, be ap- 
pointed to every union as an inspector.* 





* A non-resident inspector would prevent 
much unpleasantness. 





2. That he shall attend at the workhouse 
on one day in the week, from ten o’clock in 
the morning until four in the afternoon, when 
he shall visit all the sick, and see that they 
_Proper medical and surgical treat- 


have 
ment, 


3. That he shall prescribe for any pauper 
in the union who shall apply to him on the 
day and at the hours appointed. 

4. Every pauper, on application, shall be 
furnished with a certificate from the medical 
officer under whose care he or she shall have 
been, stating when he or she came under 
medical or surgical treatment, and the means 
that have been employed. 

5. Such officer shall dispense all prescrip- 
tions, and attend to all directions given by 
the inspector, or be discharged from his 
office. 

6. That a book be kept in the workhouse 
in which the name of every sick pauper 
shall be entered, stating the day on which 
he or she came under medical or surgical 
treatment, and also the name of the com- 
plaint, the means used for its cure, and the 
date of the cure, or when no longer requiring 
medical or surgical care. 

7. That all sick paupers sent into the 
house by district medical officers shall have 
a certificate from such medical officer, stating 
the complaint and the remedies that have 
been employed, which certificate shall be 
given to, and entered into the book by, the 
workhouse medical officer. 

8. That the guardians be empowered to 
send the inspector to visit paupers in the 
town where the workhouse is situated, and 
also those out of the town, allowing an 
extra fee for every such visit, at per mile. 

9. That in all cases where the inspector 
or medical officer shall advise paupers being 
sent to a hospital, the guardians shall be at 
liberty to order the expenses of the journey 
to be defrayed at the cost of the parish. 

10. That the relieving officer be bound to 
take the certificate of illness of a pauper 
from any respectable medical practitioner, so 
long as he shall conform to the rules of the 
union.t 

11. That all cases of complaint against 
medical officers brought before the guardians 
shall be stated by them to the inspector, 
whose opinion they shall ask, entering the 
same in their minute-book.{ 


12. That every medical officer shall pro- 
duce to the inspector a certificate, signed by 





* The treatment, both in and out of the 
house, I am _ confident, requires strict 
watching. 

+ In this union the pay is taken from the 
pauper if he seeks medical relief from any 
but the union medical officer. 


+ Guardians are not competent judges. 
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table ti 
= well-farnished and convenient dispensary.° 

18. The inspector shall every week report 
any case of neglect or decided maltreatment 
that may come under his notice, to the 
board, entering the same in the workhouse 
book, and affixing his signature thereto, 
making, also, a weekly report to the board 
of the health and condition of the paupers 
in the house. . 

14. The inspector shall be allowed, at his 
own expense, in case of illness or unavoid- 
able business, to provide a medical friend to 
supply his place, and also be permitted at 
all times to call upon one to assist him io 
doubtful and critical cases. 

I am confident that an appointment of this 
kind would save parishes more than the ex- 
pense iocurred by it. 

I detected a case, the other day, in this 
union where a medical officer had for three 
years given a pauper a “sick certificate” 
to receive one shilling and eight pence per 
week and two loaves of bread. I proved 
the fraud and the whole was taken away. 
Many such instances could be found in every 
parish. 

Able-bodied paupers with large families 
are constantly furnished with “ sick certifi- 
ates,” to enable them to receive pay without 
going into the workhouse. This is done to 
please the farmers. 

The medical appointments should be made 
by the ex-officio guardians and inspector, 
and the districts and amount of remuneration 
should be determined by them. Nothing 
can be more unequal than the division of the 
districts and the remuneration in this union. 
In fact, the guardians make a complete job 
of it. The population of this union is about 
21,000 ; the country districts are difficult to 
travel from hillsand badroads. The remune- 
ration for the medical officers amounts to 2481. 
ayear, The parson has 601. a year for read- 
ing the service in the workhouse three times 
a week, twice on Sunday, once on Wednes- 
day. The master of the workhouse is quite 
competent to save this expense. 


HYDROPATHY IN GERMANY. 
GRAEFENBERG AND PRIESSNITZ. 

Da. Scouterten, head professor in the 
military hospital of Strasbourg, made a tour 
into Germany in the latter part of last year 
with the ostensible object of visiting the 
hydrotherapeutic institutions in that country. 


© I knew a medical officer in this union 
whose stock in his dispensary was valued at 
five shillings, and no one would take it. 











His observations on these are embodied in a 
report to the French Minister of War, re- 
cently published in two numbers of “ L’Ex- 
perience,” from which we extract the follow- 
ing particulars :— 

In the Baden territories there is but one 
small and incomplete hydrotherapeutic esta- 
blishment, which is at the foot of the Black 
Forest Mountains. In Wirtemberg there 
are three, the principal being at Eslingen, in 
a picturesque and healthy district. Respect- 
ing this establishment, Dr. Scoutetten says, 
—* The proprietors appear so well satisfied 
with their success that they project expend- 
ing, in addition to the sum of 100,000 francs 
(£4000) already laid out, a further and 
larger sum in the construction of new build- 
ings. However, it must be admitted that 
most of the physicians in Stuttgard, the capi- 
tal, pay little regard to the cold-water system; 
nor are the people of the kingdom in general 
much prejudiced in its favour, 

“ It is otherwise in Bavaria, This kingdom 
may be considered the great stronghold of 
hydropathy. As long back as 1837, the king, 
whose attention had been attracted to the 
subject, seat Drs. Hoerner and Schnitzglein 
express to Graefenberg ; since which epoch 
several large establishments have sprung up 
in Bavaria. At the head of these is Alexan- 
dersvad, conducted by Dr. Fikenscher. 
Nearly all the principal physicians of 
Munich, particularly Ringsess, practise the 
water system.” In the little town of Freysing, 
nine leagues from Munich, is a military hos- 
pital conducted by Dr. Gleich, who excla- 
sively lends himself to the hydrotherapeutic 
treatment, and of whom it was reported to 
our traveller that out of 723 patients which 
he had submitted to it between April, 1839, 
and September, 1842, he had lost but 7. This 
statement surprised Scoutetten, and on his 
return to Munich he repaired to the war- 
office to learn its truth. The authorities there, 
he says, “‘ laid before me documents proving 
that in other military hospitals in Bavaria 
the mortality had been as small as at 
Freysing!” His conclusion was, therefore, 
that further comparisons were still wanting 
to prove the superiority of the hydropathic 
over other systems of treatment. He next 
visited Austria, the cradle of the theory 
of Priessnitz. At Vienna he was told that 
the mania had arrived at such a height there 
that several restaurateurs “ finding that they 
could sell no more wine had taken to selling 
water!” They obtained it at Schoenbruan 
(literally, a fine spring), where there was a 
fountain of excellent water, that with which 
the city was mostly supplied being very in- 
ferior, The water system appeared to have 
produced some good both in the promotion 
of cleanliness aud employment for the poor. 
The use of frequent baths had even pene- 
trated the precincts of the court, and the 
manufacture of bathi ines of various 





descriptions employed many hands in the 
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city. The physicians of the Austrian capital 
were, it was said, obliged to f° with the 
of public opinion; but they mostly 
so unwillingly, except Baron Turckheim, 
who had been sent by the emperor to 
Graefeaberg in 1837, to report on the system 
of Priessniiz. There are six hydrothera- 
peutic establishments in the neighbourhood 
of Vienna, but only one military hospital in 
which the water system is practised through- 
out the Austrian empire, namely, at Mulhau 
near Innspruck, in the Tyrol. Four water- 
cure depéts exist in Hungary, near Pesth, 
and there are a few in Moravia and Illyria ; 
but none is of much importance, or was 
visited by our traveller, who went from 
Vienna direct to Graefenberg. We shall for 
the present postpone a description of the 
metropolis of hydropathy. 

The proximity of Graefenberg to Breslau 
has caused a considerable revulsion in the 
medical practice of that city, and there are few 
physicians of the Silesian capital who have 
not more or less lent themselves to prescribe 
the water treatment. Society ia Dresden is 
also bitten with the mania, and within the 
last three years asociety of hydrophiles has 
been formed there for the purpose of propa- 
gating the system of Priessnitz. Similar 
societies have been established in Berlin, 
Zittan, and Cassel. 

Several of the Saxon princes, not content 
with adopting hydrotherapeutics in their own 
families, have attempted to extend its adop- 
tion by their subjects. The Dukes of Saxe 
Gotha and Saxe Meiniogen have each given 
up one of their residences for the use of a 
water establishment, and the Prince of Reuss 
has founded one at his own expense. On 
the Rhine are three establishmeats; the 
chief is that of Marienberg, about three 
leagues from Coblentz, and which, like that 
of Graefenberg, is frequented by patients 
from all parts of Europe. There are two 
hydropathic institutions at St, Petersberg, one 
at Riga, and four in Belgium, Twojournals 
are destined to record the triumphs of Priess- 
nitz and his system; one is published at 
Marienberg, and the other at Breslau ; and a 
songress (save the mark!) of water-doctors 
lately assembled at Alexandersbad, in Ba- 
varia. Dr. Scoutetten, notwithstanding his 
lorg tour among hydrotherapeutic high 
places, failed to be made a thick-and-thin 
supporter of the cold-water system. He 
frankly enough admits that it “cannot be 
considered as an universal remedy ; since 
not only are there diseases in which it is 
useless, but others in which it is positively 
hurtful.” 

Graefenberg is a hamlet of Austrian Sile- 
sia, consisting at most of thirty houses, 
scattered here and there, on the eastern side 
of a hill, above a little town with about 
three thousand inhabitants, called Freywai- 
dau. The country around is healthy, the 
air bracing, and the water good, It was 
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here that Priessnitz, a man of more intelli- 

nce and observation than his oy Oe 

y an attention to hygienic measures, cu 

himself of some broken ribs (une chute mal- 
heureuse lui cassa deux cotes) after the neigh- 
bouring surgeons had declared that he would 
remain a cripple for the rest of his life, 
His success attracted notice, and he was 
consulted by several individuals, whose 
cures soon became noised abroad. The 
fame of Priessnitz soon extended beyond the 
narrow limits of Austrian Silesia ; in 1829, 
forty-five foreigners arrived to consult him ; 
in 1832, the number was one hundred and 
eighteen ; in 1836, four hundred and sixty- 
nine; and in 1840, fifteen hundred and 
seventy-six strangers had arrived to place 
themselves under the care of the great father 
of hydropathy. ‘I have seen there at once 
(says Scoutetten), patients from St. Peters- 
burg, Moscow, and Paris, London and Phi- 
ladelphia, Astrakhan and Constantinople, 
Vienna, Berlin, and Warsaw ; and all Ger- 
many, Hungary, and Italy, furnish their seve- 
ral contingents, 

“The modes of applying the water here 
vary greatly ; they include baths of all de- 
scriptions, lavements, douches, moistened 
bands (Germ. umschlagen), moistened blan- 
kets, wholly to envelop the patient, frictions 
with moistened cloths (abreibung), &c. The 
temperature of the water varies consider- 
ably, but it is very seldom used at even a 
moderate heat. Patients drink from twelve 
to thirty glasses of water daily; and, io 
addition to perfect sobriety, plenty of ex- 
ercise in the open air, and the excitement of 
free perspiration, are important adjuncts to 
the hydrotherapeutic plan.” 

Dr. Scoutetten gives a supposed case to 
show what would be the treatment at Graef- 
enberg of a patient fifty years of age, and the 
subject of chronic rheumatism, At four 
o’clock, a.m., in summer, or five o’clock in 
winter, such a patient is aroused by a bath- 
attendant, who envelops him in several 
blankets by which, in perhaps an hour, a 
profuse general perspiration is insured. The 
atteadant now opens the window and fur- 
nishes the patient with a glass of spring- 
water every quarter of an hour. At length, 
about seven o’clock, the latter is assisted to 
a cold bath, in which he remains for one or 
two minutes, and is then dressed, and goes 
for an hour’s walk (or run) over the hills. 
During this quick march he drinks six or 
eight glasses of water fresh from the springs 
he meets with in his path. At eight o’clock 
breakfast is served ; this meal is of the most 
simple kind, consisting only of a cup of celd 
milk and a biscuit, which may, however, be 
repeated ad libitum. Breakfast over, an- 
other hour’s walk is taken. At eleven 
o’clock the patient undresses, and is sur- 
rounded by a moistened cloth, with which 
the whole body is rubbed over. This ope- 


ration lasts about five or six minutes; the 
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dry cloth is immediately afterwards used, 
till the whole of the patient’ 


at one o’clock all the patients of Graefenberg 
meet at dinner. There is here little choice 
of diet; one kind of meat, with beans or 
peas, fruits according to the season, and 
water in abundance, compose the repast, 
Scoutetten says,—‘ At Graefenberg the force 
of hunger suffers no obstacle,—patients eat 
enormously! Priessnitz allows them every 
latitude in this respect.” Circumstances 
also favour this, for dinner is served with 
true German tediousness; it lasts at least 
an hour and a half. When finished the pa- 
tient takes more exercise, irrespective of the 
state of the weather, and between three and 
four o’clock he takes a douche. The 
douche-baths are nearly a mile from Graef- 
enberg. One, appropriated to females, is 
open to the sky, and there, winter or sum- 
mer, or whatever the weather may be, the 
most delicate women are exposed, entirely 
uncovered, to the action of the douche. 
This lasts for four or five minutes, and the 

ent returns homeward without delay. 
At half-past seven the visitors of Graefen- 
berg are summoned to supper, which repast 
is an exact counterpart of breakfast. The 
above treatment for a case of rheumatism 
would not be precisely the same with that 
followed for visceral diseases, inveterate 
syphilis, scrofula, skin diseases, &c. Pro- 

bly the perspirations, cold baths, and 
douches would be omitted or abridged in the 
latter cases. 

“ It is always interesting to be made ac- 
quainted with the private manners and life 
of an individual who has in any way dis- 
tinguished himself, especially if from a 
humble station he have raised himself to 
become the arbiter of the actions of those 
above him. Such has been eminently the 
ease with Priessnitz. Graefenberg is fre- 
quented by a crowd of persons of distinc- 
tion : in 1840 these included the Princes of 
Nassan and Liechtenstein, the Princess 
Sophia, sister of the late King of Prussia, 
the Princess Gortschakoff, the son of the late 
Duke of Sussex, with magnates of Hungary, 
and Wallachia, and a crowd of baronesses 
and countesses of all ages and countries. 

“ It is a striking spectacle to see all these 
personages, accustomed to command, religi- 
ously to obey the most trifling orders of an 
illiterate peasant—for Priessnitz knows 
scarcely how to read or write! But if he 
be without the advantages of education, he 
has, on the other hand, been endowed with 
a rare sagacity, a determined will, and an 
acute judgment. The success which has 
followed in his wake for the last dozen 
years, and certain mishaps which have 
supervened after inattention to his direc- 
tions, have given to him a share of authority 
never before acquired by a physician of any 
grade. : 


“ Priessnitz, notwithstanding the immense 
fortune which he has acquired, still 
serves his original simple and frugal habits. 
He has seven daughters, whom he has care- 
fully educated under experienced teachers 
at an estate a few leagues from oto 
which he has lately bought, together wi 
the seignorial rights thereunto annexed. 
Priessnitz talks little, and he seldom gives 
reasons for his prescriptions. Policy, per- 
haps, dictates this; for though he may in- 
tuitively adopt judicious means for a patient, 
he would be unable to give reasons for his 
mode of treatment satisfactory to a man of 
science. He takes no register of the cases 
on which he is consulted, confiding solely 
in his memory, which is excellent, if we 
may believe what is asserted, namely, that 
if 500 of his patients were assembled 
together, he could tell exactly what he had 
prescribed for each! It is obvious that a 
system resting thus for support wholly on 
the efforts of a man of great natural ability 
can last only during his life-time. Were 
Priessnitz to die, there would live only the 
past recollection of his name and of the 
various cures which his sagacity has brought 
about.” 
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Tue district surgeons attending on the 
poor of Glasgow have lately memorialised 
the board of the hospital in that city, under 
whose directions they act, to the end that 
more adequate remuneration should be 
awarded to them for their services. Glas- 
gow city is at present divided into seventeen 
districts, to each of which a surgeon is ap- 
pointed, with a salary of twenty guineas a 
year! The memorial states, that “ The 
district surgeons are now obliged to attend 
personally, from beginning to end, upon the 
case of every sick pauper, whereby their 
duties are rendered much more onerous than 
formerly, when a great part of the visiting 
and dispensing was undertaken by advanced 
medical pupils, it not having been impera- 
tive, as it now is, that every case should be 
treated by the district surgeons themselves. 
Moreover, the memorialists are not only 
obliged to attend all the city poor person- 
ally, but they are prevented from admitting 
pupils to practise amongst the patients in 
hand, the consequence of which is, that not 
one of the present district surgeons has a 
single pupil from whom he receives a fee; 
while it is known that formerly the district 
surgeons largely increased their annual 
emoluments from this source alone, the fee 
for each pupil having been ten guineas.” 
The ialists, in ion, state that 
in both England and Ireland, surgeons per- 
forming similar duties are remunerated to 
fully three times the amount paid to them- 
selves. At this moment we cannot place 
| our hands on the evidence, but we believe 
































that in this calculation they are greatly 
mistaken. The profession is maltreated 
nearly equally in each country. 


MM. Danger and Flandin have lately de- 
posited a sealed packet with the Academy 
of Sciences in Paris, in order to insure their 
claim to priority as respects its contents. It 
will not be opened until some further re- 
searches by those chemists have been made 
on the mode of detecting poisoning by copper 
or lead. Neither of these metals exists in 
the viscera in their normal condition, but it 
is said that an examination of one ounce 
weight of a viscus after death is competent 
to determine if any have been taken during 
life. Hydrated persulphuret of iron is 
proved to be at the same time one of the best 
antidotes to the poisonous effects of arsenic, 
copper, lead, and corrosive sublimate. 


A recent estimate shows that upwards of 
thirty thousand accidents to life or limb occur 
annually in the metropolis of London. The 
means of relief are about to be extended by 
the erection of a new hospital—one at the 
west end of the town—to be called the Pad- 
dington and St. Marylebone Hospital. Some 
wealthy persons have begun to collect sub- 
scriptions towards the scheme. We fear that 
the names of the medical officers are already 
writ in the pocket-books of the projectors— 
before the first stone is laid. An association of 
medica! men and non-professional gentlemen, 
forme: for the single and express purpose of 
procuring all appointments to public medical 
institutions in London to be made by con- 
cours, might effect an infinite amount of 
good to medical science in this country. A 
few spirited individuals who would take this 
project up, and extend it both in and out of 
the profession, would very soon create a high 
enthusiasm in favour of an unquestionably 
successful object. With regard to the want 
of a hospital in the quarters named, it may 
be observed that the Middlesex and St. 
Georye’s lie at extreme sides of the district. 
The centre and other sides are deficient. 
There is, to be sure, the Western General 
Dispensary, in the New-road, but that is at 
present only a house with bed-rooms. 
Efforts were made some time ago to expand 
its means, but failed. Some of the officers, 
we believe, regard the new project as “an 
opposition,” though one of them seems to 
have evinced his feeling to the contrary, by 
subscribing to the Paddington and St. 
Marylebone Hospital fund. Whatever sum 
is raised by annual subscription for the hos- 
pital let us hope that it will afford a fair 
annual payment for at least a resident phy- 
sician and a resident surgeon, however ap- 
pointed, whether walking boldly and honour- 
ably in at the front door, or miserably slip- 
ping in from behind. 


A correspondent calls our attention to“ a 
rumour that a new class is about to be 
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formed in the bosom of the in 
coln’s-inn-Fields, to be called Fellows of 
Royal College of Surgeons, who are to 
the officers of the college, and = 
collegiate affairs, in which matters ordi 
members (general practitioners) are still to 
have no voice.” 
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M. Deschamps, of Melun, states that the 
true distinctive sign of death is a greenish- 
blue colour, extending over the abdomen, 
and which appears usually in about three 
days from decease. 


The law of copyright in France has just 
been enforced in the following instance :—A 
Dr. Canquoin laid information against a Dr. 
Beauvoisin (“good neighbour,” inappro- 
priate surname) that the latter, in a work 
entitled “ Cancer and its Treatment,” had 
pirated, wholesale, another work, called 
** The Treatment of Cancer,” published by 
Dr. Canquoin, in 1835, &c. auvoisin’s 
work having proved to be merely a flagrant 
reprint of the other from beginning to end, 
the “ author” was fined one hundred francs, 
mulcted in damages of five hundred francs 
to be paid to M. Canquoin, and condemned 
to a year’s imprisonment ; and the confiscae 
tion of Beauvoisin’s work was ordered, as 
well as the publication of the decision in 
any three public journals specified by the in- 
jured party. 


Sir James Graham has addressed a letter 
to the magistracy of the country on the sub- 
ject of prison diet, in which he states that 
that quantity of food must in all cases be 
given to prisoners which is sufficient to 
maintain health and strength ; the diet on no 
account to be made an instrument of punish- 
ment. The necessity for such a direction 
forms a melancholy comment on the huma- 
nity of the body of persons to whom it is ad- 
dressed. Much ignorance prevails gene- 
rally on the subject of sufficient and suit- 
able diet. The diet-scale of the British 
navy may be taken, as affording a specimen 
of the first class of diet for men, to insure 
health by its quantity and quality. It con- 
sists of from thirty-one to thirty-five and a 
half ounces of dry, nutritious matter, daily. 
Of this, twenty-six ounces are vegetable ; the 
rest is animal food, consisting of nine ounces 
of salt meat, or four ounces and a half of 
fresh ; sugar and cocoa, in fluid, are given 
besides. British troops, on their voyage to 
the East Indies, are victualled thus :—Their 
diet is the same essentially with that of the 
seamen navigating the vessel, but as there is 
not the same necessity for exertion in the 
soldier on board, itis diminished to twenty- 
three ounces and a half of dry vegetable 
matter, and eight ounces of animal, per day, 
or about one-tenth less than that supplied to 
the seamen. The health of the troops is 
almost always good on landing. The cir- 
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Penitentiary, in 1823, are now held up as @ 
warning against the reduction of diet-scales. 
The allowance to the was formerly 
from thirty-one to thirty-three ounces of dry 
nutriment daily, and the prison was then 
considered healthy ; but in 1822 it was re- 
daced to twenty-one ounces. The health of 
the prisoners continued unbroken for nearly 
siz months, but scurvy then showed itself 
unequivocally in 52 per cent. of the pri- 
soners. Surgeons should communicate im- 
portant facts like these to the visiting magis- 
trates of the gaols. 


In 1841, 554,116 persons were vaccinated 
in France, or three for every five born 
Most subjects of the operation were not 
afterwards examined, but in 55,287 cases in 
which the result was ascertained, there had 
been 1368 failures. 


A very striking instance of the advantages 
to be derived from immediate attention to 
disorder of the health in young persons has 
lately come under our notice in a statistical 
table of a school of general instruction at 
Torquay, conducted by Lieut. J. A. Walker, 
a highly intelligent and careful teacher, the 
author of some observations recently pub- 
lished in this Journal in support of the 
views of Sir George Lefevre, on the bene- 
ficial effects of a warm temperature in avert- 
ing pulmonary diseases. From August, 
1833, to November, 1842, during which 
period Lieutenant Walker had occasion to 
pay more or less attention to the health of 
about thirty boys, varying from the age of 
four to sixteen years, and a few younger, by 
taking special care to call in medical aid on 
the first symptoms of indisposition, the 
only serious affections were,—synochus, 
without local affection, one case ; pleuritis 
(subacute), two; croup (cut short in first 
stage), one; deaths, none. Some of the 
pupils are stated to have been scarcely able 
to ran twenty yards when they first arrived 
at the school, and the lives of several were 
in the most precarious state. In nine-tenths 
of the children that are found dead in fami- 
lies, in the western division of Middlesex, 
no medical aid has been obtained to subdue 
the slight symptoms of disorder of the respi- 
ratory organs and the head, which have ma- 
nifestly presented themselves a few days 
before death, 


Amongst the most recently published 
works is one by Dr. Hectur Gavin, of Hack- 
ney, on Feigned Diseases, in which the 
author has endeavoured to facilitate the dis- 
crimination of feigned diseases by informa- 
tion as to the means that are employed to 
deceive, and by a differential diagnosis of 
and between real and feigned disease. The 
subject is one that requires more attention 
than has yet been given to it, even by those 


an affection. The melancholy results which 
often occur in our gaols and workhouses, from 
false suppositions of malingering, too often 
manifest this fact. No complete 

before the —- of Dr. Gavin's, ex- 
isted upon this ‘subject in our language, 
To the information on the topic whieh 
was common property, the author has added 
much derived from his own opportunities. 
Sir James M‘Grigor, we understand, highly 
desired the production of such a work 
candidates for the service being examined 
upon it, and recommends every medical 
officer of the army to provide himself with 
a copy, as a necessary part of his portable 
library. The subject is also of some import- 
ance with reference to the amount of pen- 
sion-money voted by the Legislature, as the 
facility of imposing upon the medical offi- 
cers forms an element in the consideration of 
the question, how that amount can be justifi- 
ably reduced. 


A correspondent informs us that the Bir- 
mingham Literary and Philosophical Society 
will hold its first soirée on Monday next, 
when the president will read “ Epistole 
quedam mei carissimi amici Richardi 
Ligni,’”’ with illustrations from Shakspeare, 
especially that commencing “* Who steals 
my purse,” and ending “ But he that filches 
from me my good name.” A member will 
then communicate to the philosophi some 
curious facts “ de Testamentis.” The 
axiomatical truth, “ Quem Jupiter odit, 
pedagogum facit,” will be explained by an 
officer of the council, and, by particular de- 
desire, Collins’s ode will be recited. The 
curator will, subsequently, read a paper on 
the ot xémpot of the ancients, found at Her- 
culaneum, and afterwards the philosopbi, 
under the immediate direction of Halloo, will 
join chorus in— 

“Nunc est bibendum, nune pede libero pul- 


sanda tellus 
Antehac netas depromere coffebum.” 


“ A subscriber,” at Liverpool, after read- 
ing {the letter of Mr. Farr, in last week’s 
Lancet, inquires whether—if “the mem- 
bers of the legal profession were called upon 
to supply to registrars particulars of cases 
in which they were engaged, showing the 
termination of each, and so forth, for the 
purpose of affording to the Government cer- 
tain statistical data—would they, by any 
reasonable being, be thought likely to do 
this without obtaining, under Act of Parlia- 
ment, remuneration for their professional ser- 
vices?” The querist adds, that “ the pre- 
sent is a new proof thatthe medical pro- 
fession is called upon to do more, gratui- 
tously, for the benefit of society generally, 
than every other class put together, It is 
gratifying enough,” he adds, “ to reflect 
that we belong to a body which is charac- 
terised by its humanity and generosity, no 





whose duty frequently calls upon them to 
determine the reality or the assumption of 


matter from what causes so enviable a dis- 
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tinction has arisen, but it is not fair that we 
should be asked to make yet further sacri- 
fices of time, as must necessarily be the case 
ifthe really excellent scheme suggested by 
Mr. Farr be carried out with the degree of 
precision which its importance demands, 
without any prospect of remuneration ex- 
cepting that which may arise from the ques- 
tionable satisfaction of having afforded infor- 
mation to a Government which it might in 
vain look for from any other quarter.” Our 
correspondent’s remark is very reasonable, 
yet we are quite sure that if the Government 
were in the habit of treating the profession 
well, not a generous man of the latter would 
parley a moment on the subject of the regis- 
tration. But medical men are always being 
treated shabbily by the authorities, and they 
may, therefore, well grumble at complying 
with all requests to work for nothing. How- 
ever, we heartily wish success to the views 
of Mr, Farr, to whom the Registration Office 
is most deeply indebted for his various sug- 
gestions and labours, and hope that medical 
science (and so its professors) will derive 
some} advantages by-and-by, in the shape of 
valuable statistical facts, as a return for the 
trouble taken to contribute the means of de- 
ducing those facts. Medical men do already 
supply, in numberless instances, certificates 
of causes of deaths. The new appeal to 


them is rather designed to promote increased 
accuracy and fidelity, than impose a new 


burden on the certifiers. We should not 
pass the subject without adding that the 
question has before now arisen whether the 
medical attendant on a deceased person is or 
is not legaily bound to supply information to 
the registrar which will enable him to enter 
the cause of death, or the fatal disease. The 
registrar-general has declared that he is, 
and perhaps for the opinion he consulted the 
law officers of the crown. For ourselves, 
we venture to consider that a contrary deci- 
sion would more correctly have been given. 


Dr. Allan Graeme, of Edinburgh, sends 
us a letter addressed to Dr. R. B. Todd and 
Mr. W. Bowman, inquiring of those gentle- 
men whether the * Cyclopedia of Anatomy 
and Physiology,” of which the former is 
editor, and to which the latter is a contri- 
butor, has fairly struck, or is to be resumed, 
and completed, and when? Published in 
parts, one every second month, as was pro- 
posed, the whole work should have been 
finished in six years, supposing the work to 
extend to thirty-six parts, Eight years have 
elapsed since the commencement of the work, 
and only two-thirds of it have been pub- 
lished, if so much. “ Is it,” Dr. Graeme 
adds, “ h able or decent to advertise the 
publication of a new work on the same sub- 
ject?” Dr. Graeme trusts that the pur- 
chasers of the Cyclopedia will be “ furnished 
with some satisfactory answer to this ques- 
tion.” The buyers of works that are issued 








in parts seem to have no remedy for delays 
in their issue, but such as may chance to ree 
sult from occasional remonstrances with the 
authors or proprietors through the medium 
of the periodical press. 


Dr. Todd, physician at King’s College 
Hospital, has this week sent from the press, 
—in the shape of a little volume on t, 
Rheumatic Fever, and Chronic Rheumatism 
of the Joints,—an improved version of the 
Croouian lectures, which he delivered in 
February and March last, at the College of 
Physicians. He states that his object in 
producing the work has been to assemble 
together the chief facts in the “ natural bis- 
tory” of gout and rheumatism, in order that 
the pathology of these affections may be 
better understood than it is at present; 
and that medical practitioners may be in- 
duced, by his arguments, to regard them 
as originating in a morbid state of the 
animal fluids. In the preface he speciall 
notices, also, his desire to enforce the fol- 
lowing opinions, namely, that a low state of 
the system is favourable to the development 
of the gouty paroxysms (he feels, therefore 
“a strong objection to a lowering plan of 
treatment in gout,” and protests against the 
customary large bleedings in rheumatic 
fever); that disease of the heart may occur 
under the rheumatic diathesis, indepen- 
dently of the rheumatic paroxysm, or fever, 
and that there is a particular connection 
between rheumatism and defective uterine 
action ; for instance, that the unhealthy se- 
cretion of the uterus is a source of rheuma- 
tic matter. We must commend the plan— 
instanced in this publication—of producing 
in a comparatively small compass matter 
which used to be wastefully swollen into an 
octavo volume. 


The following account of the treatment 
pursued by Sir Benjamin Brodie in the case 
of Mr. Brunel—whose position in society 
has obtained for it much public attention— 
was published in the Morning Chronicle of 
Wednesday last, professedly at the wish of 
Mr. Brunel and his friends, “ as a just tri- 
bute to the skill of Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
and as a guide to future practice.” The 
former of these two reasons forces on the 
miod tbe class of announcements called 
* puffs direct.” Not a week passes in this 
country without witnessing numerous in- 
stances of medical treatment under the hands 
of surgeons in general practice, equally cre- 
ditable to the skill and acuteness of the 
practitioners:—The accident happened oa 
the 3rd of April; Sir Benjamin Brodie was 
consulted on the 18th, and his opinion was 
that the half-sovereign had passed into the 
windpipe. On the following day Mr. 
Brunel strengthened this opinion by a simple 
experiment. He bent his shoulders over a 
chair, and felt the coin drop towards the 
glottis, At a consultation on the 22nd, it 
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was decided that conclusive evidence ex- 
isted of the half-sovereign being probably at 
the bottom of the right bronchus, and move- 
able. Thereupow an apparatus was con- 
structed for inverting the patient, in order 
that the weight of the coin might expel it by 
coughing. On the 25th the patient being 
inverted, and the back gently struck with 
the hand between the shoulders, violent 
cough came on, but of so convulsive a 
nature that the experiment was discontinued. 
On this occasion the coin slip towards 
the glottis. On the 27th, tracheotomy was 
performed by Sir B. Brodie, assisted by Mr. 
Aston Key, to extract the coin by the for- 
ceps, or with the expectation that the open- 
ing in the windpipe would facilitate a repe- 
tition of the experiment of the 22nd, but 
the forceps produced irritation that endan- 
gered life. On the 8rd Mr. Lawrence and 
Mr. Stanley, Sir B. Frodie and Mr. Key, 
agreed that the inversion should be repeated, 
the incision in the windpipe being kept 
open. Therefore, on the 13th, Mr. Brunel 
was again inverted, and the back gently 
struck. After two or three coughs he felt 
the coin quit its place on the right side of 
the chest, and in a few seconds it dropped 
from his mouth, without exciting in its 
passage through the glottis any inconveni- 
ence, the opening into the windpipe prevent- 
ing any spasmodic action of the glottis. In 
this case a piece of gold remained in the 
air-tube for six weeks, quite moveable and 
without exciting any inflammatory action, 
the breathing being entirely undisturbed, the 
only symptoms of its presence being occa- 
sional uneasinesson the right side of the chest, 
and frequent coughing. The diagnosis was 
formed without obtaining any assistance 
from the stethoscope, although the chest was 
carefully examined. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 

List of gentlemen admitted members on 
Wednesday, May 10, 1843 :—R. B. Yeats, 
G. Gwillim, C. L. Prince, H. E, Brewer, 
J. Pickop, J. P. P. Chambers, T. W. 
Rimell, J. Sykes, T. R. Wheeler, E. Arm- 
strong.—Admitted on Friday, May 12:— 
D. Perkins, F. Tinker, F. Taylor. R. A. 
Bankier, T. Seccombe, H. Willats, R. H. 
Russell, A. Gottreux.—Admitted on Mon- 
day, May 15:—B. Pinchard, F. R. Rose, 
T. 8S. Fletcher, J. W. Savage, W. Hobbs, 
F. Hetley, C. H. Brooking, J. Eddison, 
S. Fenwick, J. Smart, R. H. Broodle, W. 
Haswell, W. Clayton, H. W. Watling, J. 
Barrow, J. St. J. G. Parsons. 
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Black drop reduced to the strength of 
tincture of opium :— 
Take of hard opium, powdered, Ziij ; 
Citric acid, powdered, Ziss ; 


Boi water, Zxv; 
Rectified pot 3xxy. Pour the 





will agree with a patient when the tincture 

of opium will not ; I know, too, that it is 

very superior to the old combination of 

tincture of opium with diluted sulphuric 

acid, so far as regards its agreeing with a 

—- and I thiok it worth a place in Tue 
NCET. 


A Subscriber from the First (West Brom- 
wich),—The justices of the peace, in quarter 
session, can refuse to reimburse to the party 
the fee if they know it to have been illegally 
paid. 

A Student of Animal Chemistry.—We 
have seen the papers referred to, It is all 
very fine to talk about “ inflicting a serious 
blow upon the science of medicine by forcio 
into it theories. which may soon be found 
erroneous, &c. &c.;’’ but at what season, 
and where, has medicine been devoid of 
theories, not only erroneous theories, but 
even ridiculous theories—theories which 
could neither be proved nor disproved— 
mere webs spun in the regions of imagina- 
tion? But truth only being the legitimate 
object in medical inquiries, it is to be re- 
gretted that any man of reputation, in his 
references to the subject under discussion, 
should lend himself to the trickery of the 
day, as, obviously, the writer mentioned is 
doing. Withal he blows both hot and cold. 
The hypothesis of the formation of oxalic 
acid by a re-arrangement of the elements of 
urea is founded upon a single coincidence of 
formule, while the view taken by Liebig 
that oxalic acid is a state of oxidation of 
effete tissue, intermediate between uric acid 
and urea, is a deduction from numerous facts 
relatiog to the composition of the uriue of 
the whole range of the animal series. 


A correspondent, under the signature of 
A Beginner, suggests to Mr. Cooper, who is 
publishing Professor Owen’s lectures in 
weekly numbers, to pay more attention to 
their correctness. The last number, the Sth 
(he says), is full of misprints, aud wrong 
and perplexing references to the cuts fre- 
quently occur. 

AppENDUM.—We regret that in our last 
week’s report of the half-yearly meeting of 
the British Medical Association we omitted 
by accident the following— 
Resolution.—Moved by E. Evans, Esq.; 

seconded by C, H.R. Harrison, Esq., 

Secretary. 

That George Pilcher, Esq., be requested 
to deliver the annual oration at the next 
anniversary of the association. (This motion 
was carried with acclamation.) 


The note of Mr. Henry Sidden came as 
the present number was going to press. 
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